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Summary of Contents. 


Our Overseas Trade in March. 

Preliminary figures of the trade of the United 
Kingdom last month show imports valued at 
£103,728,633, as compared with £96,705,489 in 
February, and exports (including re-exports) to 
the value of £73,80%,523, as against £81,205,675. 
(Page 453.) 








Prospects in Switzerland. 

In his Report for last year Mr. O. A. Scott, 
Secretary-in-Charge of Commercial Affairs, H.M. 
Legation, Berne, states that the Swiss are 
recovering from the many difficulties which 
resulted from the war and after-war conditions. 
There has been a reduction in the number of 
people unemployed, and progress has been made 
in effecting economies which will reduce the 


Budget deficits. (Page 455.) 





Wholesale Prices in March. 

For the first time since September last the 
general level of wholesale prices shows a fall, 
the Board of Trade Index Number for March 
being 165°4, as compared with 167°0 in February. 
This represents a decline equal to 1 per cent., 
and brings the Index number back to the January 


figure. (Page 458.) 





Canadian Commerce and Finance. 


Towards the close of a review of Dominion and 
Provincial trade, industry, and finance the 
Officer-in-Charge of H.M. Senior Trade Com- 
missioner’s Office at Montreal provides a tabu- 
lated statement of the principal goods imported 
from the United Kingdom, with a comparison of 
the value of similar lines received from the 
United States. (Page 462.) 





New Capital Issues in March. 


Statistics compiled by the Midland Bank, 
Limited, show new capital issued in Great 
Britain during the month of March to have 
amounted to £13,716,619, which compares with 
£22 ,388,347 in February, and £14,880,184 in the 
corresponding month of last year. Details of the 
‘* geographical ”’ distribution of these new issues 
are given on page 467. 





German-Esthonian Economic Agreement. 


Pending the conclusion of a full Commercial 
Treaty, a temporary Economic Agreement, 
on a most-favoured-nation basis, between Ger- 
many and Esthonia, remains in force. A transla- 


tion of this latter arrangement is given on page 
467. 





New Argentine Tariff Regulations. 

We publish on page 470 the first part of a 
Decree issued in connection with the new 
Argentine Customs Tariff Law. This part of the 
Decree is in the nature of an explanation of 
various items in the dutiable and free lists of 
the new Tariff, and is intended to be read in 
conjunction with the Tariff Revision Law, details 
of which were given in the ‘‘ Journal ”’ of 17th 
January (pages 83-7), 





Italian Revision of Essential Oil, etc., Valuations. 
Revised official valuations, in gold lire, dating 
from 29th March, of essential oils, synthetic 
perfumes, alkaloids, ete., under the provisions 


of the Italian Customs Tariff, are set out in detail 
on pages 472-3. 





The Board of Trade. 





COAL. 


WEEKLY OUTPUT AND EMPLOYMENT 
FIGURES. 


We give below a statement of the coal output 
and the number of wage earners at the mines of 
Great Britain for the week ended 29th March, 
together with comparative figures for the previous 
week. The output for the corresponding week of 
last year was 4,873,900 tons :— 




















Week ended Week ended 
22nd March. 29th March. 
Districts. = 
age age 
Output. Pith Output. me ll 
Tons. Tons. 
Northumberland 302,800 64,200 267,200 64, 200 
Durham 803,100 175,700 793,900 175, 800 
Yorkshire .-| 982,700 184,000 986,700 184,000 
Lancashire, Cheshire | 
and North Wales ...} 513,500 | 124,400 511,500 124,200 
Derby, Nottingham 
and Leicester 732,900 | 132,500 728,600 132,500 


Stafford, Salop, Wor- 


cester and Warwick) 433,300 93,500 435,200 93,500 

















South Wales and Mon- 
mouthshire... ...| 1,129,100 | 243,600 | 1,143,900 | 243,800 

Other English Dis- 
tricts* ig | 116,800 28,600 118,400 28,600 
Scotland 772,000 | 141,700 759,900 141,900 
Total... ...| 5,786,200 | 1,188,200 | 5,745,300 | 1,188,500 





* Including Cumberland, Westmorland, Gloucester, Somerset and 
Kent. 





WAGE EARNERS EMPLOYED. 


The following comparative statement shows the 
number of wage earners employed at the end of 
each month during the past year. (The numbers 
include a few persons who were engaged in raising 
or handling minerals other than coal) :— 





Wage Wage 

1923. Earners. 1923. Earners. 
cescddensdoieunsss . 1,153,800 | November ...........+00. 1,181,400 
SET sneccajendesqet vuniun 1,155,900 | December ............... 1,178,000 
CN dsisvvaitianwekuisatis 1,163,100 
TIE’ dectcs bcanlahovadniche 1,163,900 1924. 
BND den ctaddicevodeeds 1,166,400 | January ..............006 1,185,000 
September ..,.-....... 1,171,100 | February ............... 1,186,700 | 
SEE itcstaecutieants Bf Fe errr 1,188, 500 ) 





MINES (WORKING FACILITIES AND 
SUPPORT) ACT, 1923. 


Mr. E. Shinwell, M.P., Secretary for Mines, 
announces that it appears that the existence of the 
above Act is not well known, and even in cases 
where it is instances have come to the notice of the 
Mines Department that the facilities for which 
Part I is designed are not fully appreciated. 

A Memorandum has accordingly been prepared 
which indicates in general terms the purposes for 
which this part of the Act is intended to provide. 
Copies of this Memorandum may be obtained from 
the Mines Department, Dean Stanley Street, 
Westminster, London, S.W.1. 





ELECTRICAL STORAGE BATTERY 
LOCOMOTIVE £1,000 PRIZE COMPETITION. 


Mr. EK. Shinwell, M.P., Secretary for Mines, 
announces that the judges appointed in connection 
with the above competition, particulars of which 
were announced in September last (see the 
‘* Journal ”’ of 27th September, 1923, page 316), 
have determined, in accordance with the provisions 
of No. 1 of the General Conditions of the competi- 
tion, that 30th April, 1924, shall be the date upon 
which the competition will be closed to entrants. 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE—Continued. 
OUR OVERSEAS TRADE IN MARCH. 
PRELIMINARY FIGURES. 


We give below preliminary figures of the value 
of imports and exports during March in each of 
the main classes of merchandise, together with 
corresponding figures for recent per iods for purposes 
of comparison :— 


TotTat IMPORTS. 





























aaah sin Monthly 
: arch, ebruary, | January, | Average 
Cab et geome. =| 1004. 1994. 1924. | Oct. to 
| Dec., 1923. 
| £ £ | £ £ 
Food, drink and | 
tobacco | 47,506,398] 42,296,194 40,738,777] 46,171,188 
Raw materials =| 
articles mainly un- | 
manufactured | 32,132,348] 32,539,313! 39,207,960 34,317,892 
Articles wholly or | | 
mainly manufac- | | 
tured ; 23,713,532 20,976,297 20,959,599) 22,535,520 
Animals, not for food | 107,139 191,198) 121,703 159 427 
Parcels post, non- | 
dutiable 269,216 702, 487 230,629 333,077 
Total Imports ... |103,728,633) 96,705, 489) 101,28 98,668) 103,517,104 











Exports (Brit! sn). 





£ £ £ £ 
Food, drink and 
tobacco | 4,189,612 | 4,593,557 | 4,515,423 | 4,629,027 
taw materials and | | 
| 


articles mainly un- | 


manufactured | 9,321,239 | 9,970,232 | 9,530,442 | 10,742,206 
Articles | 


} 


wholly or | | 
mainly manufac- | | 








tured ... 46,715, 248 io“ 655 48,781 974 | 50,419,306 
Animals, not for food | 122,115 127, 947 | 251,675 177,114 
Parcels post... eee | 804,553 621 1520 | Be 155, 564 | 1,101,105 

Total Exports . [61 ,102,767 |67,974,911 64,: 235,078 | 6 67 068,758 


es 








_ Exports (Foreien AND CoLonraL). 


— > 


£ : ie 


' 














£ £ | 

Food, drink and | 

tobacco ... | 2,287,227 | 2,918,237 | 3,235,789] 2,982,098 
Raw materials and | : 

articles mainly un- | 

manufactured... | 7,981,693 | 7,725,444 | 6,919,561} 5,008,481 
Articles wholly or 

mainly manufac- | 

tured 2,430,577 | 2,586,314 | 3,140,530] 2,620,219 
Animals, not for food 1,259 | 769 | 15,152 10,803 

Total Re- “exports... 12, 700,7 756 13; ; 3,280, 764 {13,31 310,982} 10,571, 601 





DYESTUFFS IMPORT REGULATION ACT, 


APPLICATIONS FOR LICENCES IN MARCH. 


The following statement relating to applications 
for licences under the Dyestuffs (Import Regula- 
tion) Act, 1920, made during March has been 
furnished to the Board of Trade by the Dyestuffs 
Advisory Licensing Committee :— 

The total number of applications received during 
the month was 534, of which 415 were from 
merchants or importers. To these should be added 
17 cases outstanding on Ist March, making a 
total for the month of 551. These were dealt with 
as follows :— 


Granted—420 (of which 380 were dealt with 
within 7 days of receipt). 

Referred to British makers of similar products— 
83 (of which 69 were dealt with within 7 
days of receipt). 

Referred to Reparation Supplies available—26 
(all dealt with within two days of receipt). 

Outstanding on 3lst March, 1924—22. 


Of the total of 551 applications received, 475, or 
86 per cent., were dealt with within 7 days of 
receipt. | 





—— 


~ 





ee 














THE BOARD OF TRADE— Continued. 


—_ 


THIRD CENSUS OF PRODUCTION. 

In accordance with Section 9 (1) of the Census of 
Production Act, 1906, the President of the Board 
of Trade has appointed the following gentlemen, 
together with officials of the Home Office and the 
Board of Trade, to be a Committee for the purpose 
of advising the Board as to the preparation of the 
forms and instructions necessary for the taking of 
the Census, and the making of any rules under that 
Act :— 

Mr: t.. d. 
Sir Arthur Balfour, 
Sir Hugh Bell, Bart., 
Professor A, L. Bowley. 
Mr. Stephen Easten, O.B.E., 
Sir Henry J. Gibson, K.C.B. 
Mr. Kenneth Lee. 

Professor D. H. MacGregor. 
Mr. R. C. Perry, C.B.E. 

Sir W. Peter Rylands. 

Mr. Arthur Shaw. 

The Committee will hold its first meeting 
early date. 

The Secretary of the Committee is Mr. 





Arnold, J.P. 
K.B.E. 
C.B. 


om, 


at an 


G. A. G. 


Stanley, Board of Trade, Great George Street, 
London, S.W.1, to whom all communications 


should be addressed, 





DISCHARGE OF GOLD FRANC OBLIGATIONS 
IN FRANCE. 


With reference to the notice in the “‘ Journal ”’ 
of 13th March, page 330, headed ** The Payment 
of Pre-War Debts in France,’’ the following state- 
ment has been prepared to deal with the matter 
more fully. In two cases which came before the 
French Courts in 1923, involving the question of 
the currency in which monetar y oblig: itions should 
be discharged in France, the following decisions, 
which may be of interest to British traders, appear 
to have been given :— 


(1) In a case coming before the highest Court 
of Appeal (Cour “de Cassation) in which the 
debtor was an alien and resided in a foreign 
country, and the creditor claimed payment 
in gold alone (and not in the equivalent in 
bank notes of his claim in gold frances), it 
was ruled that the alien debtor could be 
compelled to pay in France in gold currency 
the sum which he had promised to pay in 
that currency under a contract concluded 
when the bank note had legal but not 
enforced currency in France. 

(2) In another case, in which a French subject 
demanded certain gold payments from the 
liquidators of a French company, on the 
ground that the contract had stipulated that 
repayment should be made in I’rench gold 
currency ‘‘ en or valeur francaise,’’ which 
appears to mean that the gold should be of 
the accepted French standard of gold content 
for minting purposes, the claim was rejected 
by the Commercial Court in Paris, in view 
of the position in regard to forced currency 
and to the provisions of Article 1895, which 
declared that ‘* the obligation resulting from 
a loan in currency is always that of the 
numerical sum stipulated in the contract. 

if there has been an increase or 
decrease in currency before the date of 
payment, the .debtor has to repay the 
numerical sum lent to him, and only that 
sum, in the currency having legal tender at 
the moment of settlement.’’ 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE—Continued. 





In this connection it is reported that, in a reply 
given by the French Minister of Justice to the 
question whether under existing legislation in 
France a lender of money could stipulate repay- 
ment in gold francs, it was stated that, while it 

was for the judicial authorities to pronounce on the 
validity of the payment clause in metallic currency, 
as regards payments effected in France by French 

nationals, any stipulation which had the " effect of 
depriving paper currency of its character as legal 
tender would appear to be null and void, as being 
in contravention of the Laws of 12th August, 1870, 


and 5th August, 1914. 


A still more recent judgment of the Court of 
Appeal has also, it is reported, declared null and 
void the obligation imposed on a lessee to pay his 
rent in gold and silver currency to the exclusion 
of bank notes. The judgment further declared that 
the lessee, by offering and effecting payment in 
notes of the Bank of France, duly paid his rent, 
and could do so in future on the same conditions. 





BONDS OF ROUMANIAN 
LOANS. 


With reference to the notice in the “‘ Journal ”’ 
of 20th April, 1922 (page 412), concerning the 
stamping of bonds of Roumanian loans, the Com- 
mercial Secretary at Bucharest has forwarded a 
translation of a Ministerial Decision (No. 59380), 
dated 17th March, 1924. By virtue of this Decision 
full power is given to the Central Stamping Com- 
mission at the Roumanian Ministry of Finance to 
examine and decide upon applications which may 
be presented for the consolidation of such external 
Treasury Bonds issued in foreign countries as have 
not yet been consolidated having in view the 
general principles admitted for their consolidation. 
The Director-General of Public Debts is charged 
with the carrying out of the provisions of the 
Decision. 


STAMPING OF 





RECOVERY OF DEBTS IN LATVIA. 


The Board of Trade has received information to 
the effect that, under Latvian Law, the limit of 
time for commencing proceedings for the recovery 
of debt is ten years. It follows, therefore, that in 
the case of debts which fell due shortly before the 
outbreak of war in 1914, action should be taken 
immediately if it is desired to preserve the rights 
of the creditor. 





WEATHER BULLETINS BY WIRELESS AT 
ADEN AND MATARA. 


The Board of Trade is informed by the Admir: alty 
that on and after 10th April next Aros bulletins 
will be broadeasted by the Naval Wireless Tele- 
graph Stations at Aden and Matara as follows : — 


Two daily reports, specified as daily one and 
daily two, at 0945 and 1745 Greenwich mean time 
on 2,000 metres. 

One extra report, specified as extra, at 0145 
Greenwich mean time, on 600 metres, only sent 
when disturbed or stormy weather is expected. 


specified as immediate, 


An immediate report, 
only 


sent on 600 metres immediately on receipt; 
sent on rare occasions, 

The above daily reports will supersede those now 
issued from the stations in question at 0145 and 


1545. 
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DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE, 





IMPERIAL TRADE CORRESPONDENT IN 
SIERRA LEONE. 


The Department of Overseas Trade notifies that, 
as from “me April, 1924, the Comptroller of Customs 
at Freetown will undertake the duties of Imperial 
Trade Correspondent in Sierra Leone, in place of 
the Colonial Secretary of that Colony. 





GERMAN IMPORTS INTO NEW SOUTH 
WALES. 


According to a Customs statement forwarded by 
H.M. Trade Commissioner at Sydney, the value of 
imports of German origin into New South Wales 
during the month of December last was £49 329, 
as compared with £49,735 in November and 
£33,491 in October. 

The principal articles imported, according to 
their value, included upright pianos, £8,463; toys, 
£3,672; musical instruments, £3,043; Diesel 
engines, £2,142; presses, punching and shearing 
machines, £2,060; clocks, £1,829; cutlery, spoons, 
and forks, £1,363; laces for attire, etc., £1,084; 
grand pianos, £1,040; and domestic glassware, 


£1,019. 





DEVELOPMENT OF MARIA ISLAND 
CEMENT RESOURCES. 


With reference to the notices in the ‘‘ Journal ”’ 
of 21st October, 1920, page 487, and 28th October, 
1920, page 512. H. M. Senior Trade Commissioner 
in Australia has forwarded a cutting of an article 
which recently appeared in the local press announc- 
ing the official opening of the new cement works 
at Maria Island, Tasmania. The Trade Com- 
missioner reports that the works are equipped with 
up-to-date machinery, and are situated on the fore- 
shore quite close to a very extensive deposit of 
limestone, and that the works are so arranged that 
a duplication of the existing plant can be effected 
without any dislocation. 

The cutting referred to may be consulted by 


British firms interested on application to the 
Department of Overseas Trade; 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W.1, quoting’ reference 
3300 /E.D. 





LIBERIAN LAW FOR RECOVERY OF DEBTS. 


The Acting British Chargé d’Affaires at Mon- 
rovia, Liberia, has forwarded the text of an Act to 
amend an Act granting time for the payment of 
debt. and damages in Courts of Records. 

The text of the Act (which has been duly signed 
by the President, and is now in operation) can be 
consulted by British firms interested on application 
to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, S.W.1, quoting reference 


21012/F.W 





BRAZIL CHEMICAL MANURE AND 
FERTILISER LAW. a 

The Acting British Consul-General at Rio de 
Janeiro has forwarded a copy of the Decree sanc- 
tioned by the President of the Republic governing 
the importation into Brazil of chemical manure 
and fertilisers, which can be consulted by British 
firms interested on application to the Department 
of Overseas Trade (Tariff Section), 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, 8.W.1, quoting reference 9548 / FL. 
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Special - Articles. 





SWITZERLAND. 





BRIGHTER PROSPECTS. 


After a long struggle the Swiss people are emerg- 
ing from the many difficulties which oppressed 
them after the close of the war. Budget prospects 
are brighter, and the number of unemployed has 
decreased from 56,000 to 27,000, with a correspond- 
ing relief to State and tax-payer. The Federal 
posts and railways are well on the road to being 
self-supporting, and certain industries report a 
revival which almost amounts to _ prosperity. 
Industry has struggled with determination against 
adversity, its main difficulties being due to the 
reduced purchasing power of neighbouring 
countries, the instability of exchanges, and the 
unfortunately high costs of production in Switzer- 
land. Switzerland remains an adherent of protec- 
tion and import restrictions, though the competent 
authorities express the opinion that the more 
elastic qualities of the latter method are decidedly 
in its favour in these days when variation of 
currency value may render a protective tariff useless 
as a means of combating undue foreign competition. 
An attempt was made to raise revenue by estab- 
lishing a Federal alcohol monopoly, but, partly 
cwing to the influence of Swiss distillers, partly 
to an inborn objection to monopolies, and partly, 
perhaps, because woman suffrage plays no part in 
Swiss politics yet, the Bill was rejected by the 
people, and a fruitful source of revenue—since 
alcoholic wines and spirits are consumed to the 
value of 750 million franes a year—disappeared, 
at any rate for the time being. 

The Customs tariff initiative launched ‘by the 
Socialist party provided an opportunity for the 
people to take an important decision. The inten- 
tion of its authors was to secure the abolition of 
the provisional tariff rates of 1921 and to bind the 
(government to submit to popular referendum any 
changes in the 1902 Tariff, which it had replaced. 
The effect of such a measure would have been, not 
only to make the negotiation of tariff rates and 
commercial treaties with foreign countries virtually 
impossible, but the loss of revenue would have been 
so great that the Federal Government would have 
been driven either to increase direct taxes or to 
impose some form of capital levy. This plan was 
decisively rejected by the people. In February, 
1924, the people had another opportunity to take a 
decision which was of great importance to industry. 
The point at issue was whether the Federal 
Government should be empowered to increase the 
normal 48 working hours per week to 54 hours, 
either in times of general. economic crisis or in 
industries or individual factories where such a 
measure is held to be essential to their life and 
well-being. The amendment was rejected. 


BupGet DErIicits. 


In his Report upon the Economic Conditions of 
Switzerland last year, Mr. O. A. Scott, D.S.O., 
Secretary in Charge of Commercial Affairs, British 
Legation, Berne, points out that, after realising 
deficits in 1921 and 1922 of 124 and 79 millions 
of francs, with a Budget deficit for 1923 of 84 
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million frances, and in face of forecasts in financial 
circles of a chronic yearly deficit of 80 million 
francs, M. Musy has yet been able to confront 
the pessimists with a Budget for 1924 in which the 
deficit has been reduced to 387°8 million francs; 
and this reduction of 55 per cent., as compared 
with the figure of the previous year, has been 
effected without recourse to new taxes and without 
increasing Customs duties. Of course, to make 
this improvement the severest scrutiny of the 
proposals of the spending Departments has been 
required, and Departments have found themselves 
confronted with a request to re-examine their 
estimates and see what further ‘‘ cuts ’’ could be 
effected. The result was an appreciable reduction 
of their expenditure forecast. In recent years 
subsidies to industries, agriculture, and _ social 
enterprises have been a heavy charge on the State’s 
finances. In 1923 55 million frances were so 
absorbed. This allowance for the coming year has 
been reduced to 47°8 million francs, of which the 
Department of Public Economy absorbs two-thirds, 
but, in justification of that Department, it should 
be added that more than half of the total reduction 
of over 7 million francs has been effected at its 
expense. The Federal Council indicate, however, 
that they do not consider that finality has yet been 
reached in this direction. 

A determined effort has been made to effect 
economies on salaries and wages. [T'urther progress 
towards administrative economy must now be 
sought by reducing the complication of the adminis- 
trative machinery and centralising its sources of 
supply of office equipment and stationery. The 
reduction of expenditure alone is not sufficient. 
The Budget cannot be balanced without restricting 
the proper activities of the State unless new sourees 
of revenue are tapped. And the only sources which 
can still be tapped without prejudice to economic 
well-being are ‘‘ articles de luze.”’ 

If with the wiping out of the yearly adminis- 
trative deficit the Confederation’s financial diff- 
culties came to an end, the outlook would, in 
Mr. Scott’s opinion, be almost cheerful, but there 
are liabilities for ‘‘ extraordinary expenditure ”’ 
which have to be faced. To some extent they have 
been met by extraordinary taxation, but there is 
still a liability of 131 million franes which will 
have to be met in 1924 and in succeeding years. 
The total public debt to-day amounts to 1,570 
million frances. From this striking figure it is clear 
that an end must be put to the accumulation of 
debt for ‘‘ extraordinary expenditure.’’ The 
Council insists on the danger of this ‘‘ extraordinary 
expenditure,’’ which escapes the more easily from 
the realms of retrenchment owing to its not being 
included in the ordinary Budget. The items 
mainly responsible for it are the electrification of 
the railways, the struggle against unemployment, 
and special subsidies to agriculture and industry. 


éé 


Losses ON SwIss INVESTMENTS. 

The total amount of Swiss investments abroad 
before the war was estimated at approximately 8 
milliard Swiss franes, of which 5 milliards were 
deposited in foreign securities, the remaining 3 
milliards being sunk in industrial and commercial 
undertakings. Recent estimates value the loss 
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sustained by Swiss investors as a result of depreci- 
ated currencies at over 5 milliard francs. A capital 
of 4 milliards invested in such countries as 
Germany, Austria, Hungary, and Russia, has 
entirely disappeared, and should be considered as 
lost, for the time being. A further sum of over 
a milliard has been wiped out by the depreciation 
of the French, Italian, and other rates of exchange. 
Speculative engagements are not expected to be 
very important at present. The hope is freely 
expressed that an improvement in the exchange 
rates will result ultimately in the recovery of at 
least part of the Swiss. capital invested abroad. 


FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES ABROAD. 


The extension of Swiss financial activities 
abroad appears to be steadily gaining in 1im- 
portance, and confirms the policy of economic 
expansion which is being followed at present in 
Switzerland. 

Germany.—In Germany the Swiss chocolate 
industry has obtained control over two important 
German chocolate-making concerns at Frankfort- 
on-the-Main, whilst Swiss activities are also 
reported in the coal mining and electrical indus- 
tries. Water-power dev elopments are being carried 
out in Wiirtemberg with the help of Swiss capital. 
A holding company at Lucerne provided the 
necessary funds for an important increase in the 
capital of the Julius Sichel concern at Mainz. A 
well-known Leipzig firm of printers has been trans- 
formed into a limited lability company, with a 
number of shares in Swiss hands. A group of Swiss 

capitalists have bought up the whole of the shares 

of a theatre in Diisseldorf, which is stated to be 
the largest in Germany. The Mannheim branch of 
an important Swiss concern engaged in the electro- 
mechanical industry has been working very satis- 
factorily, and has increased its capital in 1923, 
the new shares being retained by the head concern 
in Switzerland. 


Austria and Hungary.—Swiss capitalists extended 
their activities in Austria to the banking business 
and the chemical industry. Swiss participation is 
also reported in important water-power schemes, 
both in Austria and in Hungary. A company com- 
prising Swiss capital is in the course of formation 
with a view to working oil deposits and natural 
gas sources in the vicinity of Wels (Austria). 

Roumania.—The Roumanian branch of a Swiss 
chocolate-making undertaking started its activities 
in the course of 1923. 

Lurkey.—Swiss capitalists are also very active in 
Turkey, which country is expected to offer interest- 
ing possibilities of development in the near future. 
A Swiss Trade Mission has been sent to that country 
to study the local conditions and requirements. 
Electric lighting and power schemes are receiving 
special attention. 


South America.—Important extensions of Swiss 
electrical enterprise in South America have also 
been reported in 1923. 


Brititsu TRADE. 


Although the trade balance between Great 
Britain and Switzerland continues to be adverse 
to the former, imports from Great Britain having 
attained for the nine months under consideration 
the figures of 126,251,000 frs., whilst exports to 
Great Britain were 276,125 000 frs., an improve- 
ment is to be observed with regard to certain cate- 
gories of British exports to Switzerland. Thus, for 
instance, imports of British coal rose from 169,143 
tons (11:2 million frs.) in 1922 to 293,205 tons 


(185 million frs.) for the corresponding nine 
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months in 1923; coke imports increased from 29,255 
tons (2'1 million frs.) to 67,313 tons (5°8 million 
frs:); iron and steel imports advanced from 21,162 
(5°6 million frs.) to 28,973 tons (9°3 million frs.), 
and those of prepared leathers from 225 to 307 tons 
(2°9 million frs.). From the following comparative 
table it will be seen that, whereas imports from 
the United Kingdom have decreased by 2°6 million 
frs., imports from the whole British Empire have 
increased by almost 59 million frs. This note- 
worthy rise is partly attributable to the marked 
increase in Canadian wheat exports to Switzerland, 
which have risen from 36 to 611 million frs. 























Exports to ‘Imports from 
Switzerland. Switzerland. 
1923 : January-October : ¥rancs. Francs. 
United Kingdom 126,251,000 276,125,000 
Dominions and Colonies 145,546,000 110,580,000 
British Empire 271,797,000 386,705,000 
1922: January-October : 
United Kingdom 128,892,000 228,091,000 
Dominions and Colonies 86,601,000 115,633,000 
mesmen yee 215,493,000 = 343,724,000 


|  Increase(+-) or Decre rease e (—) 
as compared with 1922. 








1923-1922 : 
United Kingdom ~_ .. | — 2,641,000 | + 48,034,000 


§. Dominions and Colonies . + 58,945,000 | — 5,053,000 





. | + 56,304,000 | + 42,981,000 





r% ® British Empire 





When examining the main features of Anglo- 
Swiss trade it should be borne in mind that, 
although large quantities of Swiss finished goods 
are placed on the British market—which is, in “fact, 
the corner stone of the entire commercial edifice of 
the four principal Swiss export industries, viz. : 
silk, ribbons, chocolate, and embroideries—a con- 
siderable portion of the raw materials required for 
the production of these goods is obtained from 
Great Britain and her Dominions. For instance, 
whilst 790 tons (33'1 million frs.) of embroideries, 
out of a total of 2,894 tons (1146 million frs.), 
were purchased by Great Britain, no less than 
2,360 tons (23'7 million frs.) of cotton fabries and 
1,199 tons of cotton yarn, unbleached or boiled, 
single, from No. 20 to No. 119 inclusive (115 
million frs.), were imported from that country into 
Switzerland. Raw cotton imports (which have 
risen from 14,462 to 17,420 tons) were obtained 
from: Egypt (8,100 tons, to the value of 30°5 
million frs., as against 5,395 tons—20 million 
frs.); India, 1,468 tons (541 tons); and the United 
States of America, 7,544 tons (8,370 tons). The 
same rule of give and take applies to the chemical 
industry; Great Britain took 440 tons (72 million 
frs.), out of a total of 3,166 tons (39 million frs.), 
of aniline dyes, whilst Switzerland obtained 940 
tons (1'8 million frs.) of aniline, 243 tons (0°6 
million frs.) of coal tar derivatives, and 89 tons 
(0°4 million frs.) of aniline combinations from 
Great Britain. 

Australia was the principal supplier of raw wool, 
with 2,822 tons (16:9 million frs.), out of a total 
of 5,362 tons. South Africa furnished 300 tons 
(1°4 million frs.) and Great Britain 122 tons (0°5 
million frs.). Imports of woollen tissues (bleached, 
dyed, etc.) rose from 388 tons (9'4 million frs.) to 
451 tons (9°8 million frs.), 

Out of a total of 1,345 tons of silk piece-goods, 
other than bolting cloth, Great Britain purchased 
766 tons (77 million frs.), and Canada 223 tons 
(194 million frs.). The British Empire was 
responsible for some 266 tons (286 million frs.) out} 
of a total of 371 tons (40°6 million frs.) of silk: 
ribbon exports, as against 351 tons (43°7 million, 
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frs.) for the corresponding period in 1922. Aus- 
tralian imports of this article fell from 60 (80 
million frs.) to 27 tons (31 million frs.), owing to 
ever-stocking having taken place last year. 

Imports of British iron and steel increased from 
21,156 to 28,965 ‘tons. Unfortunately, out of a 
total of 16,724 tons of machinery imports (of which 
Germany supplied no less than 10,586) Great 
Britain only furnished 748 tons. At the same time 
Swiss exports of. this article to Great Britain 
attained 1,850 tons, the chief items being looms, 
knitting and stocking-making machines, engines, 
etc. Whilst 65 tons of machine tools found their 
way to the United Kingdom, only 16 tons of the 
British article were imported into Switzerland. 

With regard to footwear, Great Britain took 200 
out of a total export figure of 460 tons, and only 
sent 8 tons of the British article to Switzerland. 
The exports of footwear to Great Britain included 
1 tons of silk slippers, to the value of 1:2 million 
rs. 

Whereas Swiss exports of paper to the United 
Kingdom were insignificant, amounting to 65 tons, 
British paper exports to Switzerland totalled 219 
tons, the majority of these being drawing paper, 
chemically prepared paper, and wall-paper. 

Once more Great Britain proved to be Switzer- 
land’s best customer in respect of condensed milk 
6,874 tons (88 million frs.), as against 2,835 tons 
(44 million frs.); chocolate—3,220 tons (12°6 
million frs.), as against 2,888 tons (12:9 million 
frs.); and watches and finished watch movements— 
1,885,624 pieces, out of a total of 9,632,084 pieces. 





Tue CoaL MARKET. 


In spite of the occupation of the Ruhr district, 
whence Switzerland formerly obtained the larger 
part of her requirements in coal and coke, there 
is an abundancy of fuel in the, country, Until 
about the middle of June it was possible for the 
‘* Prasident ’’ (Bochum) mines to furnish the 
quantities of coke stipulated in the contract con- 
cluded with Switzerland, according to which the 
German concern is bound to furnish the former 
with a supply of coal at very advantageous prices 
for a term of twenty years. The tax on coal 
decreed by the German Government was included 
in the prices, but difficulties arose in consequence of 
the Inter-Allied Commission publishing an Order, 
in virtue of which this tax was not to be paid to 
Germany, but to France and Belgium. As a result 
of this Order Switzerland found herself in the 
following awkward situation: if the tax were paid 
to Germany alone, the coal was retained by the 
Allies; if, on the other hand, it were paid to the 
Allies, no coal deliveries could be effected by the 
German mining establishments. Consequently 
there was a stoppage in deliveries of German coal 
which lasted from June until the beginning of 
December, when, official steps having been taken 
meanwhile by Switzerland, the ‘‘ Président ’’ mine 
was once more in a position to carry out its contract. 

In order to compensate for the cessation of coke 
imports from the occupied regions, large quantities 
of coke were purchased in Belgium, France, and— 
especially—Great Britain (Durham and Wales), 
although the price of the British article was con- 
siderably higher than that offered by the French 
and Belgian concerns. Asa result of the unsettled 
conditions in Germany, such large stocks of fuel 
were imported that in December, when the Bochum 
deliveries began to arrive, both dealers and con- 
sumers were over-stocked, and it was with the 
ereatest difficulty that any coke or coal could be 
placed on the market. During the strike, which 
lasted from February to May, in the Saar district, 
the necessary quantities of coal were obtained from 
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Upper Silesia and from Great Britain (Yorkshire, 
Cardiff, and Scotland). Some dissatisfaction was 
expressed about the amount of dust shipped with 
British coal. 

Belgium, which generally specialises in first-class 
coal for domestic and industrial consumption, fur- 
nished a considerable amount of coke during this 
year; in the autumn, however, export prohibitions 
were introduced, and the Belgian coal mines were 
restricted by the necessity of obtaining export 
licences. 

There is a considerable increase to be noted in 
respect of coal imports from Great Britain—293,205 
tons, as against 169,143 tons for the first nine 
months of 1923 (185, as against 11°2 million frs.). 
There is also a satisfactory improvement in British 
coke exports—(i7,313 tons, as against 29,255 tons 
(58, as against 2°1 million frs.). Whereas last 
year Germany was Switzerland’s chief supplier of 
coal (297,506, as against 265,589 tons), in 1923, 
Great Britain has taken her place, I'rance coming 
next with 276,844 tons, as against 160,068. 
Belgium furnished 176,967 tons (158,350 tons), 
Holland 198,422 tons (100,128 tons), Poland 96,033 
tons (1,956 tons), and Czechoslovakia 7,369 tons 
(366 tons). Finally, the United States appear once 
more on the list with 34,961 tons, as against nothing 
last year. 

Swiss Horert INpusrry. 


The hotel industry’s season, as a whole, shows no 
marked improvement on that of 1922. It is true 
that the majority of summer hotels had full houses 
from 15th July to the end of August, but that is 
not sufficient to make hotel-keeping a profitable 
business, and it merely served to cover the deficit 
resulting from the slackness of May, June, and 
September. But, though it did not come up to the 
expectations of the more sanguine members of the 
industry, the summer season of 1923 gave some 
encouragement to hotel keepers and to many a 
tradesman and manufacturer dependent on tourists 
for successful business, for, in addition to the 
increase in the number of visitors from Great 
Britain, Holland, and the United States, the Swiss 
themselves began once more to patronise their own 
curative and climatic resorts, instead of going— 
as has been their habit during the last few years 
to countries with a depreciated exchange. There 
were fewer visitors from France and Belgium, as 
a consequence of the high rate of the Swiss 
franc, but the German and Austro-German tourist 
element, which formed in pre-war days 40 per 
cent. of the visitors to the Oberland resorts and the 
Tessin, has re-appeared, owing, it is stated, to the 
progressive increase in hotel prices throughout the 
Central Empires, which has brought them practi- 
cally to the level of those charged in other countries. 

Generally speaking, the number of visitors in the 
most populous moments of the summer season 
amounted approximately to two-thirds of the 
normal pre-war figures. This statement does not, 
however, apply to all the most popular resorts. At 
St. Moritz, for instance, the number of visitors 
for the period between Ist June and 15th October, 
amounting to over 13,000 persons, fell short by 
some 12,000 of the number recorded in the corre- 
sponding period of 1911. It should be borne in 
mind, too, that to obtain even such slight improve- 
ment in the number of tourists to this country as 
has been achieved, it has been necessary for hotel- 
keepers to reduce their prices to an extent which 
has seriously affected the balance between receipts 
and expenditure. This measure was imperative, 
in consequence of the appreciation of the Swiss 
franc and the high charges made by the Swiss rail- 
ways, but it has meant that the financial results 
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have not improved proportionately to the increase 
of visitors. In virtue of the Federal Decree of 
30th June, 1922, subsidies up to a total of 5 million 
frs; are granted by the Confederation to the Swiss 
Fiduciary Society for the hotel industry. The 
Swiss Government participates to the amount of 
14 million francs in the capital of this society, 
which has been formed with the aim of improving 


the situation of the industry. 


W ATCHMAKING INDUSTRY. 


The improvement which became apparent in 1922 


as a result of the Government exchange subsidies 
continued in 1923, so that the production of the 
watchmaking industry has almost returned to 
normal proportions, It should not be inferred, 
however, that this return to normal activity is a 
sign of healthiness. The present working condi- 
tions are not, in Mr. Scott’s view, sound. Out of 
the subsidy of 11 million franes granted by the 
Confederation in 1921, a sum of 9,625,587 frs. had 
been paid out at the end of November, 1925. Up 
to the end of October, 1923, 34,547 applications, 
representing a total export value of 83,017,869 frs., 
had been received by the office entrusted with the 
granting of subsidies. Approximately 800 applica- 
tions have been refused. The allowances granted 
to date represent a little over 11 per cent. of the 
total export value involved. 

The most notable feature in the recent develop- 
ment of the watchmaking industry has been the 
cutting of prices to an extent which has endangered 
the existence of this important industry. A small 
proportion only of the thousand or more concerns 
engaged in the production of watches manufacture 
all the component parts thereof. The general 
practice is to obtain detached parts from firms 
specialising in this class of products, the chief 
work of the majority of factories being reduced to 
assembling the different parts. In the hope of 
further improving the state of trade, and of facing 
the very keen competition of the home (cottage) 
industry, which can work under more remunerative 
conditions (longer hours of work and resulting 
lower cost of production), watch manufacturers, in 
addition to obtaining supplies at reduced prices, 
started cutting down their own prices, so that sales 
at, or even below, cost of production price became 
more and more frequent, The consequence of such 
a policy is the present chaotic and unhealthy state 
of the market. These conditions gave cause for 
anxiety to the ‘‘ Chambre de |’ Horologerie,’’ which 
is the leading organisation of the Swiss watch- 
making industry. Since the autumn of 1923 this 
institution has therefore been directing its efforts 
to the creation of a central association of all watch 
manufacturers. This association, the rules and 
by-laws of which have already been drafted and 
‘submitted to interested parties, will establish 
uniform prices and conditions of payment for the 
whole of the industry. It is proposed, among other 
things, to bring prices back to a normal and sound 
basis, jointly with an improvement in the quality of 
the products. In the articles of association of this 
new organisation reference is also made to the home 
industry, which is to abide by certain conditions 
imposed by the ‘‘ Chambre de lHorologerie.’’ 
These conditions are intended to put a stop to the 
abnormal competition of the home industry. It is 
hoped that the new organisation will get to work 
early in 1924. The 48-hour week is operative in 
all the important concerns of the watchmaking 
industry. In the home industry, where undertak- 
ings very seldom occupy more than three to five 
workmen, a working week of 58 to 60 hours is not 
abnormal. Wages have been reduced approxi- 
mately 20 per cent. since the beginning of 1922. 
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The Customs statistics for January-September, 
1923, show that 9,632,084 watches, watch move- 
ments, etc., representing a value of 156,266,000 
frs., as against 6,903,202 pieces and 114,640,000 
frs. for the corresponding period of 1922, were 
exported from Switzerland. Swiss imports 
amounted to 18,795 pieces, as against 27,428 pieces 
in 1922. The chief buyers of Swiss watches and 
movements in 1923 were the United Kingdom, 
which took 1,885,624, and the United States, with 
1,854,411. 

[Mr. O. A. Scott’s Report on the Economic and Financial 
Conditions in Switzerland, as at December, 1923, is to be 
published shortly for the Department of Overseas Trade 
by H.M. Stationery Office. | 





WHOLESALE PRICES IN MARCH. 


BOARD OF TRADE INDEX NUMBER. 


The general level of wholesale prices in March, 
as shown by the Board of Trade Index Number, 
was 1 per cent. lower than the February average, 
and was the same as in January. This is the first 
fall since the upward movement which commenced 
in September last. Owing mainly to the substantial 
reductions in the prices of meat, fish, and eggs, the 
March average for food was 31 per cent. below the 
February average. Industrial materials were 
slightly dearer, on the average, a rise of a fifth 
of one per cent. having been recorded. The group 
of metals and minerals consisting of fuels and non- 
ferrous metals shows a rise of 3 per cent., and 
textiles other than cotton rose by rather more than 
3 per cent., while the average for raw cotton, cotton 
yarns, and cotton cloth fell by 2:7 per cent. The 
movements in each of these three groups have been 
in the same direction during the last three months. 

In the following table the average prices in 
March are compared with those of February and 
of a year earlier :— 





[ncrease ‘ + ) or decrease ( — ) 
No. of per cent. compared with 
Items. 





Groups. 





Feb,, 1924. |March, 1923. 




















I. Cereals “m a 17 —}]*4 + 8°] 

II. Meat and Fish re 17 ~ 8°5 —774 

III. Other Foods ae 19 +0°5 + 22°6 
ie 

Total Food tod 53 — 3°] | +7°4 

IV. Iron and Steel wad 24 —0°6 | -— 3°8 
V. Other Metals and | 

- Minerals... BS. 20 +3°0 | +10 

VI. Cotton _ ae 16 ~2°7 | +10°1 

VII. Other Textiles... 15 +31 | +8°2 

VIII. Miscellaneous bi 22 —1°4 | -~ 50 

Total not Food .. 97 +0°2 | +0°9 








All Articles ai | 150 ~ 10 | +3°2 


The records show the usual seasonal reductions 
in the prices of dairy produce, while the recent 
advances in sugar and cocoa prices have been 
maintained. In the second half of March the price 
of coffee receded considerably from the high figure 
which was reached in the middle of February and 
maintained for more than a month; the reduction 
amounted to 15s. per ewt. in the course of two 
weeks. There have been 'mportant reductions in 
the quotations for certain descriptions of pig iron. 
Hematite, West Coast, mixed numbers, which had 
been at 115s. per ton from the middle of November, 
fell to 112s. 6d. per ton in the second half of March; 
Cleveland pig iron, No. 3 G.M.B., cheapened in 
the past three months from 100s. to 91s. per ton, 
the movement in March accounting for 4s. of the 
decrease; and Scottish No. 1 foundry fell from 
112s. 6d. to 105s. per ton during the same period. 
Steel rivets, ? inch diameter, were quoted at 270s. 
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e- per ton during March, as against 255s. in the first in 1913. Some slight adjustments have been made 
0 half of February, and the price was higher in in the figures for previous months on the basis of 
0 March than since the beginning of September last. more complete information :— 
ea Pit mouth prices of coal at the end of March show Index Numbers compared with 1913=100. 
ts considerable advances on the prices charged at the sinietiaaiaietndel aatetacneas ec cen A Shi Tabac 
eS beginning of the present year, and on the prices Maren, | Fee, Jam, | March, 
. as )9 6), 1) 
d charged a year ago. In the three months Lanca- erste cesta Mec Matenrasihis bites: 
3 shire best, house coal has become dearer by 3s. per | iced ..! 148-8 | 151-0 | 145-3 | 197-7 
ch ton, Nottingham:best brights and best small nuts II. Meat and Fish 141-8 155-0 | 160-0 | 153-7 
by 4s., Yorkshire hards by 5s., and Barnsley best HI. Other Foods ... | 1956 | 104-7 | 185°8 | 159-6 
al silkstone by 6s. 6d. per ton. Advances in February | Total Food ...| 161-7 | 166-9 | 163-7 | 180-5 
be and March in the price of American pale lubricat- —___—_—_|__ , 
dle ing oil have increased the price from 225s. per ton IV.. Iron and Steel 146 -6 147-5 148 -9 152 -4 
in January, the quotation for the whole of 1923, | ee ve ied ent 
to 290 m Frc ‘ddl AT ad | Minerals ... 153 +7 149 -2 143-3 152 -2 
: o 2£9Us. per ton from the middle of March. While VI. Cotton... ... | 220°8 996 -9 236 +] 200 «4 
, raw cotton, cotton yarns, and cloths have become | VII. Other Textiles... 190-0 184-2 | 180-4 | 175-5 
cheaper during recent months, raw wool and VIII. Miscellaneous ... 156-1 158 -3 156 -9 164 -3 
woollen yarns have become dearer. Linen line Total not Food... | 167-3 | 167-0 | 166-3 | 165-8 
wefts and cambric warps were dearer at the end of PT TORS SRR 
n, : March than during the previous twelve months, AllArticles. ... ...| 165-4 167 -0 165 -4 160 -3 
r, 80’s weft having advanced from 9s. 3d. per bundle eran 
e, in January to lls. 6d. per bundle at the end of In the table below will be found the Index 
St March, and 60’s warps from 10s. 9d. to 13s. 3d. Numbers for each month from January, 1920, the 
d per bundle in the last three months. first of the present series, to December, 1923. 
al The average prices in March and in earlier The averages for the 58 articles of food show 13 
Le months are compared below with the average prices increases in March compared with February, and 
1e 
re ~ INDEX NUMBERS OF WHOLESALE PRICES: 1920 TO 1923. 
h “on ee pi ) ey ee A Oe 
>» a I im | mW | Wot rl) VII | VIII | Total | 
' | Meat and} Other Total |Ironand |, Other | Other Other not | All 
: | Cereals. Fish. | Foods. Food | Steel. ee eee Cotton. | Textiles. | Articles. Food | Articles. 
LC — 7 | — | | 
n | | j | 
ni 1913 Average .. | 100 100 | 100 100 100 | 100 | 100 100 | 100 100 | 100 
1920. | | | | | 
Le January ine oe | 242°8 259°2 | 264°6 255° 7 295° 9 232° 8 | 539° 8 420° 2 270° 6 321°6 | 296°6 
n February we ane 241°5 241°8 | 282°9 255° 7 321°0 245°2 | 609°6 442-5 284: 4 345°0 | 310°3 
. March ve | -265°9 |: 2338'1 | 297-2 | 265°3 | 343°6 | 242°5 | 6115 | 444-4 | 293-1 352:9 | 319-0 
Be April ... ue via 278° 9 245°5 | 302-0 275° 5 | 358° 8 238°6 | 614°3 441°2 295° 3 356°0 | 325°2 
n ee ee 240°3 | 297°6 | 273°2 | 377°6 | 256°5 | 594-7 = 418°7 285° 1 358°2 | 325°5 
d June ... ~ — 286° 1 243°2 | 302°8 277°1 | 390°6 | 259° 5 | 555°8 385° 0 273° 8 350° 2 322° 4 
July ... vn _ 281° 6 268°3 | 282°9 277° 7 387° 1 | 261°0 | 518°8 353° 0 271°2 340°5 | 316°9 
a August se we 279° 5 278° 5 268° 0 275° 0 382°8 | 264°0 | 6505°6 337°9 269° 0 336°1 | 313°1 
4) September... wo | 2a2°4 281° 4 262° 8 274°9 383° 0 266° 0 461°5 337° 7 275° 1 333a°3 | 3Sll'4 
October “ee oo. | 292°3 286°4 | 271°1°| 282°7 374° 7 262°7 | 378°9 301°4 | 271°5 313°5 | 302°3 
= November ... --- | 290°9 292°2 | 263°6 281°2 356° 4 256°8 | 315°8 269°5 | 255°9 290°1 | 286°9 
3 December yes _ 262° 8 290° 7 257° 4 269° 5 336° 9 235°4 | 254°1 237°3 | 235°1 260° 7 | 263° 8 
= Averages for 1920. 273° 4 262° 5 278° 9 271° 8 | 357° 8 251°5 | 480°2 358°9 | 272°9 328°5 | 307°3 
1921. | | 
January sii we | SF 284: 1 245° 4 257°3 | 317°7 213°3 | 224° 2 218°7 | 219°8 239-8 | 245-9 
February ive _ 212° 2 264° 8 227° 6 233° 7 | 283° 6 201-1 | 194°6 199° 7 214°6 220° 7 | 225° 2 
— ' March eae oe 205° 6 250° 5 229° 7 2280 | 250°0 192°2 | 173°1 177°9 | 204°3 202°0 | 210°8 
April ... kat rom 202° 6 244° 1 | 223° 9 223-2 | 229-0 191°6 | 181°3 169°1 | 195°2 195°4 | 204°8 
— May ... on wwe 199° 3 219°0 | 228°3 215°8 | 220°5 192°7 | 182°6 164°9 | 202°3 194°4 | 201°7 
June ... nee ows 200° 2 217° 7 220° 0 212-8 | 212°2 188° 7 | 179°9° 160°4  197°6 189°9 | 197°7 
July... _ am 202° 3 213° 0 215° 5 210° 5 | 202° 0 184°8 | 180°2 159°1 | 193°0 185°6 | 194°1 
August a _ 205° 1 215°8 210° 4 210° 5 | 196° 5 171°5 | 175°8 157°5 | 188°5 179°6 | 190°0 
September ... io | oe 199° 9 201° 7 199-4 | 183:°0 160° 7 212°9 161°6 | 189°6 180°6 | 187°0 
October _ oo | Jone 184° 0 193°3 182-7 | 171°5 157° 8 | 224° 8 167°8 | 188°9 179° 6 180° 7 
November ... ow | te 177° 7 195° 3 177°0 160° 0 153°2 | 198°9 167°2 | 182°5 170° 5 172°8 
_ December wien --- | 153°0 180° 1 186: 4 173° 1 152° 1 151°8 | 188°4 165° 0 | 176° 8 165° 0 167° 9 
Averages for 1921. 194°3 218°5 214°1 209° 0 209° 9 178°9 | 192°3 171°6 | 195°6 190°9 197°2 
= 1922. | | 
January _ ooo | SES 175° 7 182°3 169° 2 146° 6 148°8 | 180°4 167°4 | 172°6 161-2 | 164°0 
February ...... | 155°5 177-9 | 187°7 | 173°8 | 142°9 | 1445 | 1682 | 162°3 | 167°5 | 155°5 | 161°8 
S March ... soil i 159° 5 166° 0 186° 5 171-0 | 140°2 | 143°2 | 172-1 157° 7 166°3 154°2 | 16070 
{ April ... ..  ..| 1565 | 1708 | 1889 | 1723 | 139°8 | 143°1 | 173-0 | 1581 | 1649 | 154-0 | 160°3 
May ... ean oo | wre 173° 8 180°9 171°6 | 139°0 | 141°7 179° 2 163°9 | 163°3 154°9 | 160° 6 
. June... .. «| 154°5 | 1723 | 179°1 | 1689 | 137-9 | 1388 | 186-8 | 165-1 | 163°5 | 155-2 | 159°9 
€ July ... hen --- | 156°2 169° 9 180° 9 169° 2 | 136°9 | 138°3 | 191°4 166°0 | 163°5 155°6 | 160°3 
e August a oe | SER 168° & 161°4 160°3 | 133°3 | 141°8 | 185°8 165°0 | 162°] 154-1 | 156°3 
| September... ve 142°8 174° 1 151°9 155° 7 131°9 139° 5 184°6 | 167°6 162-8 153° 6 154° 3 
October sd _ 145. 4 169. J 156. 6 156. 9 131.2 138. 5 184.1 | 170.0 166. 9 154. 3 155. 2 
a November ... ae 144. 4 173.3 162. 0 159. 6 130. 9 138. 5 193. 0 172. 1 170. 5 156. 4 157. 6 
0 December...  ... | 140.5 | 174.0 | 155.9 156-3 | 131-3 | 138.4 188-8 | 171-9 168-3. | 1555 | 1558 
n Averages for 1922... 151-1 | 172.1 172.3 165. 2 136.8 141. 2 182-2 165.5 166. 0 155. 3 158. 8 
1923 | | | 
: January ie sewut 20a. 1: 478.3 156.1 , 156-8 134. 0 138. 3 194.5 | 175.5 166. 8 157.2 | 157.0 
i February find in 137-8 | 165.4 156.6 | 153.1 140. 4 142. 0 197.4 | 176.7 164. 6 160.0 | 157.5 
i Saas Lae TY ae in9.6 | 150.5 | 152-4 | 152.2 | 200.4 | 175.5 164. 3 165.8 160: 3 
April... 0... 2. | 14006 | 150.7 159-6 | 150.5 | 160.4 | 154-6 | 200.6 175-1 165-0 1686 162.0 
: May ... wah ies 144.1 | 149.9 153. 2 149. 3 156. 9 151. 6 193. 2 174. 2 165. 4 166. 9 159% 8 
. June ... bows tiie 141.1 | 147.5 167.3 152.3 152. 6 146. 6 197.4 169. 0 164.8 163. 3 159. 3 
’ July ... nées son 138.9 | 147.5 175. 1 153. 9 148. 0 139. 3 188. 2 166. 3 160. 7 157.8 156. 5 
p August oa we 134.9 | 151.9 170. 6 152. 5 144. 5 137.8 184. 2 164.8 160. 0 156. 6 154. 5 
. September ... ...| 138-9 | 1593 | 177-2 | 1585 | 142.8 | 137-7 | 197-7 | 168-2 | 159.4 | 157-3 | 157.8 
October ...... | 137-8 | 153.7 | 187-6 | 1595 | 142.7 | 137-1 | 203-0 | 167-8 | 157-7 | 187.3 | 158-1 
November ... _ 137.9 158. 1 180. 3 158. 7 145.0 | 138.5 232. 0 167.3 158. 3 161.9 160. 8 
December _... ... | 139-7 | 1581 | 181-4 | 159-7 | 149-2 | 141-2 | 242-1 | 173.1 | 156.4 | 165.3. | 163.4 
Averages for 1923 ... 139. 2 155. 7 168. 4 154. 5 147.2 143.0 201. 9 171.1 161.9 161.3 158. 9 
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229 decreases. The March averages for the items 
included in the cereals group were in all cases less 
than 5 per cent. above or below the February 
averages. In the meat and fish groups 14 items 
were cheaper, the largest reductions being in 
Argentine chilled beef and in fish, which were down’ 
by about 15 per cent., and in Irish and Danish 
eggs, which were cheaper by about 30 per cent. 
The average for Canadian cheese was lower by 
about 14 per cent. and that for milk by rather 
more, while apples and onions were much dearer 
in March than in February. Cleveland pig iron, 
No. 3 foundry, averaged somewhat over 5 per cent. 
cheaper, but in no other item of iron and steel 
did the March price differ from the February price 
by as much as 5 per cent. Furnace coke fell by 
about 14 per cent., while four kinds of coal rose 
by about 5 per cent. to 8 per cent., and four other 
kinds by less than 5 per cent. Increases varying 
between 5 per cent. and 8 per cent. were recorded 
in the prices of electrolytic copper, copper wire, 
brass sheets, and English lead. ‘Tin prices con- 
tinued to advance..until the middle of March, and 
then fell rapidly, the average for the month being 
somewhat above the February average. From the 
13th to the 27th of March the price of Straits tin 
fell by £44 per ton. There were reductions in each 
of the 16 items included in the cotton group. The 
average for American middling cotton was lower 
in March compared with February by 8 per cent., 
and Egyptian (sakellarides, fully good fair) and 
two kinds of cotton cloth were lower by about 5 per 
cent. Cambric warps advanced by 10 per cent., 
linen line wefts by nearly 9 per cent., wool rags 
(stockings at Dewsbury), carpet yarns (28’s and 
32’s), raw jute, and hemp by about 6 per cent. 
Further reductions brought the average for rubber, 
ribbed smoked sheets, to nearly 10 per cent. below 
the average price in February. The sharp rises 
which took the price of raw linseed oil to £53 per 
ton by the end of February were followed by rapid 
falls in March, and on the 26th the quotation was 
£42 10s. per ton. The averages for the two months 
differed by about 16 per cent. in the case of this 
commodity. 

The 150 items of the compilation show 46 
increases and 70 decreases in March compared with 
prices in February, and of these 29 advanced and 
48 fell by less than 5 per cent. 





NOTICE. 





The price of the ‘* Board of Trade Journal ”’ is 6d. (7d. 
post free). Annual subscription (post free) 30s. in the 
United Kingdom. Overseas subscription, 31s. 6d. per 
annum, post free. 


The Editorial Offices are at Government Buildings, Great 
George Street, London, S.W.1. All editorial communica- 
tions should be addressed to ‘‘ The Editor.’’ Telephone No. 
Victoria 3840. 


The Publishers (to whom should be addressed all com- 
munications concerning subscriptions and sales) are H.M. 
Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
W.C. 2, or Branches (see Cover). 


ADVERTISEMENTS.—All applications concerning the inser- 
tion of advertisements in the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ” 
should be addressed to the Advertisement Contractors: Fas 
Publications, Ltd., 24, Essex Street, Strand, London, 
W.C. 2. (Tel. Nos. Central 8203-4 (two lines).) 
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Notes on Trade. 





INTERNATIONAL ADVERTISING CONVENTION 
AT WEMBLEY. 


An International Advertising Convention is to 
be held at the British Empire Exhibition from 14th 
to 19th July. Organised by the Associated Adver- 
tising Clubs of the World, these Conventions have 
been formerly held in the United States, and some 
of the largest banks in America admit their rapid 
erowth to be due in no small part to sound educa- 
tional advertising policies. A study of American 
methods and a comparison of them with British 
financial advertising policies should be a matter of 
great interest to the financial world in general. 

The Convention this year is under the patronage 
of the Prince of Wales. It is expected to draw 
to London a total of some 8,000 delegates from the 
British Isles, the Dominions, Colonies, and other 
countries. The programme, which will include 
every branch of advertising and every business or 
industry to which advertising can be applied, will 
be contributed to in the proportions of 50 per cent. 
by British delegates and 50 per cent. by delegates 
from overseas. Of the latter over 2,000, it is 
stated, will come from America alone, and many 
hundreds are expected from all over the Continent 


of Europe. 





SOUTH AFRICAN SHIPMENTS TO EUROPE. 


The High Commissioner in London for the Union 
of South Africa has been advised by cable from the 
Department of Agriculture, Pretoria, that during 
the week ended 29th March the following quantities 
of South African produce were shipped to United 
Kingdom and Continental ports :— 


| United Kingdom | Continental 

















ports. | ports, 

| | 
Maize ... — nia ... bags | 5,761 | 6,725 
. Se 3,953 | 3,713 
Mohair vale ae ... Dales 50 — 
Hides ... _ ~ .) 2,645 1,130 
Skins... sid =n eo 407 206 
Sheepskins = oe ee 319 495 
Goatskins ... _ .. No. 66 — 
Calfskins ih _— ... bales 61 | —- 
Wattle bark ... sa ... tons 460 4,468 
Wattle extract vee Tb, | 287,526 | 1,159,520 
Ostrich feathers ii we. Cases | 19. | — 
Bitter aloes ... ie we Cases | 25 | 44 
Cotton lint ... ae ... Dales | 602 | 699 
| 100 40 





Tobacco aon ie ... Dales 





On 28th March 58,162 cases of fresh fruit, includ- 
ing 21,129 cases of grapes and 35,195 cases of pears, 
left Cape Town, together with 4,677 boxes of dried 
fruit, including 1,672 boxes of raisins and 2,565 
boxes of sultanas. 





UNITED STATES BUSINESS CONDITIONS. 


The Representative in London of the Irving 
Bank-Columbia Trust Company, New York, has 
been advised by cable from headquarters that the 
footwear trade is dull, and business in knit goods 
and women’s clothing is inactive. Silk consumption 
during March amounted to 26,543 bales. Auto- 
mobile industry production last month was 356,500. 
Pig iron output in March was 3,461,132 tons. 
March sales of Sears Roebuck and Montgomery 
Ward were 31,450,000 dols., or 39 per cent. below 
the corresponding month last year. Failures during 
March numbered 1,652, with capital involved 
37,005,758 dols. March silk imports were the 
smallest in three years. Securities issued during 
March were: New railroad, 36,702,500 dols.; new 
industrial, 149,025,600 dols.; and new _ public 


utility, 103,205,000 dols. 

















thi 
the 
int 
fri 
ha 
Se} 


CLo’ 


Bout 


DRA 


BRIT 


— 

















Aprit 10, 1924. 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 





461 





Exhibitions and Fairs. 





FOREIGN SAMPLES EXHIBITION AT 
NOTTINGHAM. . 
An Exhibition of Cotton and Woollen Hosiery 
and Underwear of foreign manufacture will be held 
in the Offices of the Nottingham Chamber of Com- 
merce on Tuesday and Wednesday, 15th and 16th 
April. The exhibits and the countries of manu- 
facture and sale are as follows :— 


Conntries of 





Description of 
I Countries of Sale. 








Samples. Manufacture. 
— ——— | 
. ’ ° ) 1: . 
Men's and women’s | Japan, Switzerland, | Egypt, Siam, Batavia 
cotton aud woollen | Germany, China,| «(N.E.I.), Brazil, 
vests, combinations | United States, Chile, Argentina 
and pants, scarves, | Brazil, Argentina,| and Norway. 


jerseys, hose, half- | 
hose and children’s | | 
ho e, ete. | 





lrance and Norway. 








Invitations are being dispatched to manufacturers 
in Nottingham and district, and representatives of 
the Department of Overseas Trade will be in 
attendance during the Exhibition to interview 
manufacturers and give fuller information respect- 
ing the samples and the overseas markets in which 
the goods are popular selling lines. 

Firms desiring to inspect the samples can obtain 
additional invitations from the Secretary, Chamber 
of Commerce, Commerce Chambers, Parliament 
Street, Nottingham. 





BUENOS AIRES DAIRY AND REFRIGERAT- 
ING MACHINERY EXHIBITION. 


With reference to the notice which appeared in 
the ‘‘ Journal ’’ of Ist November last (page 452), 
the Department of Overseas Trade has_ been 
informed that the Buenos Aires Dairy and Re- 
frigerating Machinery Exhibition, which was to 
have been held in May, is postponed until Ist 
September next. 


FORTHCOMING FAIRS. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


CLOTHING, OUTFITTING, AND WOOLLEN TRADES EXHIBITION— 
Royal Agricultural Hall, London, April. International 
Trades Exhibitions, Ltd., Broad Street House, Broad 
Street, London, E.C.2. 


BuitpiInc TrRapEs ExHIBITION— 
Olympia, London, April 11th-26th. H. G. Montgomery, 
43, Essex Street, Strand, London, W.C.2. 


DrareRy EXHIBITION— 
Royal Agricultural Hall, London, April 28th-May 9th. 
International Trades Exhibitions, Ltd., Broad Street 
House, Broad Street, London, E.C.2. 


BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, WHITE CITY, LONDON, April 28th 
to May 9th, AND CASTLE BROMWICH AERODROME, 
BIRMINGHAM, May 12th-23rd. 


Lonpon.—Cutlery ; Silver and Electro-plate ; Jewellery ; 
Watches and Clocks; Hard Haberdashery; Glassware of 
all Descriptions; China, Earthenware, and Stone Ware; 
Paper; Stationery, and Stationers’ Sundries and Office 
Appliances; Printing; Books; Fancy Goods, including 
Tobacconists’ Sundries; Leather Goods, including 
Travelling Requisites; Leather; Brushes and Brooms; 
Toys and Games; Sports Goods (including Sports Cloth- 
ing); Scientific and Optical Instruments; Medical and 
Surgical Instruments and Appliances; Spectacle Ware and 
Opticians’ Supplies; Photographic and Cinematograph 
Apparatus and Requisites ; Musical Instruments; Furniture 
of Wood, Cane, and Wicker; Bedsteads and Bedding; 
Carpets, Linoleum, etc.; Basketware; Chemicals, Light 
and Heavy; Domestic Chemical Products; Drugs and 
Druggists’ Sundries; Perfumery; Dyes; Foodstuffs (Pre-. 
pared and Preserved) and Beverages; Confectionery 
(Sugar and Chocolate); Tobacco, Cigarettes, and Cigars. 
Apply to :—Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W.1. 

BrramincHaM.—Lighting Plant for Electricity; Gas, 
Oil, etc.; Cooking Stoves and Utensils, including Alu- 
minium, Enamelware, etc.; Foundry Appliances; General 


























EXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS— Continued. 





Hardware, including Builders’, Marine, and Household 
Ironmongery of all Descriptions; General Machinery of 
all Descriptions, and Small Tools; Mill Furnishing; India- 
rubber Goods for Industrial and Household Purposes ; 
Motor Cycles and Cycles; Accessories for Motor Cars, 
Cycles, and Aeroplanes; Weighing and Measuring Appli- 
ances, and Instruments; Sanitary Appliances; Paints, 
Colours, and Varnishes, and Painters’ Requisites; Railway 
Equipment; Metals of all Descriptions (excluding Precious 
Metals); Agricultural and Horticultural Machinery, and 
Implements; Mining, Colliery, and Quarrying Plant; 
Brewing and Distilling Plant; Metal Furniture for House, 
Shop, Office, Garden, and Camp Use, including Bedsteads ; 
Building Construction; Perambulators, 
Push Chairs; Saddlery and Harness; Firearms; Fishing 
Rods and ‘Tackle; Tubes in Copper, Lead, Brass, and 
Steel, and Steam and Pipe Fittings; Architectural and 
Ornamental Metal Work, including Gates and Fencing; 
Ropes of Steel and Hemp, Cordage, and String. Apply 
to :—Secretary, The Chamber of Commerce, 95, New 
Street, Birmingham. 


BRITISH EMPIRE EXHIBITION, WEMBLEY PARK, LONDON, 
April to October. Organised by the British Empire 
Exhibition Incorporated, 14-16, Grosvenor Gardens, London 
S.W. 1. 

INTERNATIONAL FounDRY TRADES EXxHIBITION— 

Bingley Hall, Birmingham, June 19th-28th. Apply to 
Chamber of Commerce, New Street, Birmingham. 

CHEMISTS’ EXHIBITION (27TH ANNUAL)— 

Central Hall, Westminster, S.W.1, June 23rd-27th. 
Organised by the ‘“ British and Colonial Druggist,’’ 
194, Bishopsgate, London, E.C.2. 

LiveRPOOoL HEALTH ExHIBITION— 

July 14th-19th. In connection with the 34th Congress 
of the Royal Sanitary Institute, 90, Buckingham Palace 
Road, London, S.W.1. 

Macwine Toot AND ENGINEERING EXHIBITION (3RD)— 
Olympia, September 5th-27th. Apply to Secretary, 
Machine Tool Trades Association, 70, Victoria Street, 
London, S.W.1. 

STOCKPORT ANNUAL INDUSTRIAL TRADES AND Domestic Economy 

EXHIBITION (2ND)— 
The Armoury, Stockport, September 17th-24th. 
Organising Manager, Gorsey Works, Stockport. 

SIRMINGHAM IMPERIAL FRuItT SHOoW— 

Bingley Hall, October 24th-November Ist. Organised 
by ihe Imperial Fruit Show Committee, 18, Bedford 
Square, London, W.C.1. 

INTERNATIONAL CycLE AND Movor-Cycite SHow (10TH)— 
Olympia, November 3rd-8th. Organised by the British 
Cycle and Motor-Cycle Manufacturers’ and Traders’ 
Union Limited, Coventry. 





OVERSEAS. 


INTERNATIONAL DAIRY AND REFRIGERATING MACHINERY EXHIBI- 
TION— 
Brussels, April Ist-16th. 
INTERNATIONAL RUBBER AND ALLIED INDUSTRIES EXHIBITION 
(6TH)— 
Brussels, April Ist-16th. 
BRUSSELS INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL Farr (5tH)— 
April Ist-16th. “Maison des Ducs, 19, Grand Place, 
Bruxelles. 
BARCELONA INTERNATIONAL AUTOMOBILE, 
EXHIBITION (3RD)— 
April 2nd-13th. Application forms can be obtained at 
the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Quetn 
Street, London, S.W.1. 
AMSTERDAM ADVERTISING EXHIBITION— 
April 4th-May 4th. Apply to Messrs. Tob Groen & 
Co., Heerengracht 564, Amsterdam. 
Vienna Motor-CycLe AND SMALL Can SHow— 
April 12th-24th. 


MiLan INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE FarR— 
April 12th-27th. Hon. Commissioner for the British 
Empire, Mr. C. A. Radice, 12, Nicholas Lane, London, 
E.C.4. 


Mitan CHEESE InNDUsTRY ExHIBITION— 
April 12th-27th. To be held in conjunction with the 
Milan Sample Fair. Enquiries should be addressed to 
Mr. C. A. Radice, Hon. Commissioner for the British 
Empire, 12, Nicholas Lane, London, E.C.4. 

RENNES FarR AND EXHIBITION (3RD)— 
April 26th-May 4th. 


Posen Farr— 
April 27th-May 4th. 


CrycLeE AND Sports 


ZAGREB INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE Farr (3np)— 


April 27th-May 5th. ; 


AMSTERDAM Tospacco EXHIBITION (2ND)— 


May 3rd-18th. Apply J. C. Schoemeijer, Paleis voor 
Volksvlijt, Amsterdam. Booklets are available at the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, 8.W.1. 


Mailcarts, and. 
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GRANDE SEMAINE DE TouRs— 
Tours, May 10th-18th. Apply Mairie de Tours. Rules 


and regulations (in French) may be consulted at the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, 8.W.1. 

VaLenciA INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE FarR— 
May 10th-25th. Apply to Secretary-General, Ambajador 
Vich. Num. 7, P.O. Box 132, Valencia. 

Apana (TURKEY) AGRICULTURAL EXxHIBITION— 


May 10th-30th. Copy of Regulations (in French) may _ 


be seen at the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, 8.W.1. 
DanZzIG AGRICULTURAL ExHIBITION— 
May 17th-19th. 
Baste (Swiss) Sampre Far— 
May 17th-27th. 
Geneva WirReLess ExHIBITION— 
May 21st to June Ist. Copies of regulations are avail- 
able at the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, S.W.1. 
Oporto INTERNATIONAL MotTor-Car, AVIATION, AND SPORTS 
EXHIBITION (3RD) 
May 23rd-June Ist. Applications for space must be 
sent before March 3lst to the Secretary of the 
Exhibition, Rua de Santa Catarina 108-3, Oporto. 
Turin INTERNATIONAL AUTOMOBILE EXHIBITION— 
Opening May 26th. 
AMSTERDAM INTERNATIONAL BAKERY EXHIBITION— 
May 28th-June 15th. Apply to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W.1. 
INTERNATIONAL AERO EXHIBITION— 
Prague, May 3lst-June 9th. 
BARCELONA SAMPLES Farm (5TH)— 
May 3lst-June 10th. Apply to Feria Oficial de 
Muestra, Plaza Antonio Lopez, Barcelona. 
Nantes ‘‘ Exposition NATIONALE’’— 
May-October. 
TIRLEMONT SCHOLASTIC PUBLICATIONS EXHIBITION— 
June. Apply to ‘‘ Ecole Normale d’Instituteurs,’’ 
Tirlemont, Belgium. 
Papua INTERNATIONAL SAMPLES Farr (6TH)— 
June 5th-19th. 
TALLINN (RevaL) ExHIsiTIon— 
June 14th-25th. Apply to the Exhibition Bureau, 


Vana-Viru tan 12, Tallinn (Reval), Esthonia. 

NETHERLAND INDIES INTERNATIONAL Farm (5TH)— 

Bandoeng, June 2ist-July 6th. Apply the Secretariat, 
Jaarbeursgebouw, Menadostraat, Bandoeng. 
PRAGUE TRADESMEN’S EXHIBITION— 
June-July. Organised by the Association of Bohemian 
Tradesmen Co-operative Associations. 
GHENT INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATIVE AND SoctsaL WELFARE 
EXHIBITION— 
June 15th-September 15th. 

MELBOURNE MorTor Exuisition (ALL BritisH)— 
July. Organised by the Australian Association of 
British Manufacturers. 

Rica AGRICULTURAL AND INDUSTRIAL Farr (4TH)— 
July 20th-August 3rd. 

SwepisH ANNUAL TRapDE Fair (61TH)— 

Malmo, August Ist-7th. 

SwepisH INpusTRIgEs Far— 
Gothenburg, August 
Swedish Authorities. 

NiGHNI Novcorop Fam— 
August 15th. 

LJUBLIANA ANNUAL Samples Farm (4TH)— 

August 15th-25th. 

MELBOURNE ELECTRICAL ExHIBITION— 
September. 

INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS AND EXHIBITION oF SocraL Economy— 
Buenos Aires, September. Enquiries to ‘‘ Musio Social 
Argentino,’ Maipu 126, Buenos Aires, Argentine 
Republic. A copy of the preliminary programme can 
be seen at the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
10, Whitehall Place, 8.W.1. 

INTERNATIONAL DaIRY AND REFRIGERATING MACHINERY EXHIBI- 

TION— 
Buenos Aires, September Ist. 

Swiss Inpustries Farr— 

Lausanne, September 13th-28th. 

AMSTERDAM Propie’s Foop ExxHisttion— 

September 11th2&th. Apply to the Secretary, 
Executive Committee, Weekblad, ‘‘ Volksvoeding,”’ 
Groenburgval 44, Amsterdam. 





3rd-9th. Subsidised by the 


[Note.—The above list is not intended to include all forth- 
coming Fairs and Exhibitions throughout the world, but only 
to cover some of the more important ones, especially those of 
interest to the British manufacturer. Information regarding 
Exhibitions and Fairs other than those mentioned above is on 
file, and may be obtained on application to the Exhibitions and 
Fairs Division, Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, 5 WI. 


Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 
BRITISH MALAYA. 











IMPORTS OF CONDENSED AND STERILISED 
MILK. 


Following is a comparative table of the quantities and 
values of imports into British Malaya of condensed and 
sterilised milk during 1922 and 1923:— 




















1922, 1923. 
Sources of Supply. | 
Cases. Value. Cases. Value. 
£ £ 
United Kingdom 23,207 35,965 87,676 136,219 
British Possessions 312,390 595,901 277,790 462,205 
Continent of Europe ... 143,642 243,284 301,463 476,077 
United States of America 69,117 119,639 55,761 84,035 
Other Countries bias 9,559 17,567 5,014 8,248 
557,915 1,012,356 727,704 1,166,784 


Total 





— —— gS EE re 








The outstanding features are a large increase in 
quantities in 1923, but a small increase in values (the 
average price per case having fallen from £1 16s. 3d. to 
£1 12s. 1d.); large increases in United Kingdom and 
European Continental exports, but a considerable decrease 
in exports from British Possessions. 

Among the last-named the principal exporting country 
is Australia, but, although exports of milk from British 
Possessions have decreased, the average value per case 
remains higher at £1 13s. 3d. than that of United Kingdom 
or Continental exports, which average respectively £1 
lls. ld. and £1 1ls. 7d. per case.—Malay States Informa- 


tion Agency, London. 





RUBBER EXPORTS, JANUARY-MARCH. 


An official cablegram from Singapore states that the 
gross exports of rubber from British Malaya in the month 
of March amounted to 22,294 tons. The amount of rubber 
imported was 8,269 tons, so that net exports amounted to 
14,025 tons, as compared with 18,538 tons in the corre- 
sponding month of last year. The following are the 
comparative statistics :— 














1923. | 1924. 

Month. Gross Net Gross Net 
_ Export. Export. | Export. Export. 

Tons. Tons. | Tons. Tons. 
January 22,871 18,513 | 23,848 14,981 
February 19,907 15,818 | 19,395 11,955 
March 23,646 18,538 | 22,294 14,025 
Total ... , 66,424 52,869 | 65,537 40,961 








CANADA. 


COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL POSITION 
AND OUTLOOK. 


(From the Office of H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner.) 


MonTREAL. 

As the new year progresses little improvement is seen 
in credit conditions. Business in staple lines of clothing, 
hardware, footwear, etc., is not showing any stable increase, 
and collections are slow. Money is comparatively scarce, 
and no more than hand-to-mouth buying has yet been done. 

Signs are not wanting of an increased demand for British 
goods, due partly to a greater realisation of the value of 
quality, partly to the low prices at which they are being 
offered and the effect of the discount on sterling exchange, 
and partly to an increased activity by British houses. 


DOMINION FINANCE. 


The statement of the revenue and expenditure of the 
Dominion for the nine months ended 31st December, 1923» 
shows a total revenue of 308,310,719 dols., and total 
expenditure of 248,221,697 dols., giving a surplus of 
60,089,022 dols., as against a surplus of 48,581,387 dols. 
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for the corresponding nine months of 1922. Interest on 
public debt appears at 118,183,567 dols., a million dols. 
less than in 1922; this was not generally expected. There 
has not, however, been any decrease in the amount of the 
net public debt, which is shown at 2,415,538,100 dols., an 
increase of 3,041,949 dols. over that at the end of December, 
1922. 

The gross debt of the Dominion was 56 million dols. less 
than at the end of 1922, but the net debt shows an increase 
due to the writing off of bad debts which produce no return 
and are not expected to do so. (N.B.—The net debt is 
the gross debt diminished by certain assets of a possibly 
realisable nature.) Those assets written off are recorded 
as ‘‘ non-active’ investments, 57,489,470 dols. The first 
item shows an increase (i.e., of non-realisable assets) of 
70,480,670 dols., and the second an increase of 1,746,673 
dols. This means a dead weight of non-productive debt 
totalling 600 million dols., a large part of which is due to 
bond guarantees and other labilities undertaken in con- 
nection with railway seaeruction, 

The funded debt appears at 2,506,332,417 dols., of which 
336,001,470 dols. is payable in London. 


BANKING LEGISLATION AND FuSIONsS. 


The Bill to facilitate the amalgamation of the Banque 
Nationale and the Banque d’Hochelaga has received the 
assent of the Lieutenant-Governor, the Quebec Government 
being authorised to issue bonds to the extent of 15 million 
dols. to assist the new institution. It is possible that these 
bonds will not be used except to sustain the credit of the 
merged banks. Critics are awaiting the results of this 
piece of legislation without precedent before committing 
themselves to approbation or condemnation. 

As a result of the changes in the banking world, failures, 
mergers, readjustments of capital, etc., the three largest 
of the chartered banks—viz., the Bank of Montreal, the 
Canadian Bank of Commerce, and the Royal Bank of 
Canada—now control more than 50 per cent. of the total 
capital and reserve of the chartered banks. With the Bank 
of Nova Scotia added, the four control nearly 70 per cent. 


OvuTLooK IN Nova Scottia. 


The Legislature of Nova Scotia was opened on 14th 
February by the Lientenant-Governor, whose Speech from 
the Throne expressed gratification at the industrial progress 
of the Province, the success of the fruit harvest and the 
fisheries, and the increase of the coal output. It touched 
on the hydro-electric development at East River and Sheet 
Harbour, highway improvements, the benefits accruing to 
industry by the abolition of the differential railway freight 
rates, the financial advantages resulting from tourist 


traffic. and the efforts of the Government to attract 
immigrants. <A substantial financial surplus was promised, 


but the necessity for the strictest economy was emphasised 
as part of the Government’s policy. 


New Brunswick FINANCE AND INDUSTRY. 


In its fiscal year ended 3lst October last the Province 
of New Brunswick increased its debt from 30,423,603 dols. 
to 32,802,365 dols., while its deficit of 524,011 dols. is one 
of the largest in the history of the Province. Of this, 
261,518 dols. is chargeable to the St. John Valley Railway. 
Expenditure under the ordinary revenue account increased 
over the previous year by about 600,000 dols. to 3,798,971 
dols. The Province’s debt cost 831,969 dols. in interest 
and 143,536 dols. in sinking funds during the year. 

The 1923 apple crop was only 40 per cent. of that of 
1922, and roots below the average, but New Brunswick 
now leads in the growing of seed potatoes. The lumber 
cut last year was much greater tham in previous years. 
Shipping at both St. John and Halifax is expected to show 
considerable improvement in 1924, 


POSITION IN QUEBEC PROVINCE. 


The public debt of the Province of Quebec has grown 
from 44 million dols. in 1920 to 60 million dols. in 1922 and 
to over 70 million dols. last year. In addition, Parliament 
has sanctioned the assumption of a guarantee of 15 
million dols. in bonds to be advanced to the Banque 
d’Hochelaga, in consideration of its taking over the Banque 
Nationale, which recently found itself unable to continue 
its business, owing to heavy losses. The revenue of the 
Province last year was estimated at about 15 million dols., 
and the expenditure at 200,000 dols. less; in point of fact, 
the expenditure amounted to 20,190,275 dols. and the 
revenue to about 21 million dols., including about three 


| 
| 
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million dols. profits from the operations of the Quebee 
Liquor Commission, Without this item there would be 
a deficit of nearly two million dols. 


While agricultural and dairying results in the Province 
were satisfactory from the point of view of quantity, the 
low prices ruling have left the farmers no better off. The 
total yield of the field crops of the Province has been 
calculated as worth 133,137,400 dols. Live stock holdings 
are being steadily reduced year by year. Lumber business 
and the pulp and paper industry showed decided improve 
ments, while shipping, as expressed by the business of the 
Port of Montreal, was eminently satisfactory. New 
developments of the harbour have made Montreal the 
largest grain-handling port on the American Continent. 
In Quebec harbour a new cold storage plant, of a capacity 
of 500,000 cubic feet, will soon be completed. 

Building has been very active in and around Montreal. 
In mining, asbestos production has been much greater, but 
an accumulation of stocks has lowered prices considerably. 
A number of producers have thrown surplus stocks on 
the market at prices stated to be lower than the cost of 
production. ‘These producers were stated to be American, 
and a deputation of the Canadian producers asked the 
Provincial Government for protection against such action. 
A new goldfield around Rouyn has caused much excitement. 
The Hollinger-Timmins interests have bought some claims 
in the area, and one or two companies have been incorpo- 
rated. While indications in some parts of the field appear 
to be good, no more than a little diamond drilling has yet 
been done. 

On the whole, business conditions in the Province show 
a little improvement, but the burden of taxation, produc- 
tion costs, and overhead expenses in all branches remains 
very heavy. The Province has the best comparative result 
in the matter of business failures of any. 


CANADIAN TRADE WITH THE UNITED KINGDOM AND THE 
UNITED STATES. 


For the calendar year 1923 imports into Canada from 
the United Kingdom were valued at 154,492,420 dols., as 
against 136,859,352 dols. in 1922, and exports thereto at 
360,819,518 dols. in 1923, compared with 374,751,894 dols. 
in 1922. This shows a net ‘‘ improvement ’”’ on balance 
of the total trade in favour of the United Kingdom of 
21,565,444 dols. for the year over the previous year. 
Imports from the United States for 1923 were 610,374,805 
dols., yo s against 509,909,469 dols. in 1922. Exports thereto 
were 422,041,789 dols. in 1923, and 340,156,247 dols. in 
1922. 

The values of the principal commodities imported from 
the United Kingdom during the year are contrasted below 
with similar imports from the United States :— 








From the | From the 

Commodities. United United 

Kingdom. States. 

Dols. Dols. 

Alcoholic beverages . , 17,119,645 186,386 | 

Drugs and medicines 1,045,401 | 1,215,243 
China and tableware 2,482,442 98,413 
Anthracite coal 2,667,982 | 43,789,980 
Bituminous coal 1,312,821 | 48,585,443 
Jute cloth or canvas 1,281,559 432,821 
Glass salle 1,295,777 3,211,820 
Pig iron... wid ‘i a 920,314 1,416,597 
tolling mill products 7,664,369 | 42,916,061 
Wire 1,620,352 2,436,437 
Hardware and cutlery 1,085,520 | 2,290,036 
Machinery . 3,170,526 | 25,273,165 
Crude rubber 1,317,997 5,621,780 
Silk fabrics 2,137,154 2,435,438 
Silk yarn, artificial 1,468,806 295,903 
Tea fon 3,620,219 65,223 
Raw wool ... 3,868,550 1,561,223 
Noils and tops 3,749,442 324,065 
beter yarns 3,755,890 77,568 
Carpets and rugs ... 1,2: 37,351 $7,885 

Woollen dress goods to be dyed 1,900,569 nil 
Tweeds 4,407,505 70,090 
Worsteds and coatings 9,407,249 351,416 
Wearing apparel 5,745,297 | 1,247,996 
Cotton yarns , _ 1,157,997 | 1,809,937 
Dyed cotton fabrics ‘ah sei ... , 6,543,342 | 3,479,386 
Printed cotton fabrics 1,799,156 1,050,145 
Cotton lace 1,736,059 568,302 


a ee ---— - 


With the exception of machinery and rolling mill pro- 
ducts (which are, however, very large items), 
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seen that the United Kingdom leads in almost all the | recipients included Northern Ireland, £513,943; the at 
manufactured goods mentioned above. <A notable item | United States, £17,692; Belgium, £4,751; Straits Settle- van 
from the United Kingdom is coal—a new trade since 1920; | ments, £2,545; the Netherlands, £2,260; Denmark, £1,738; ‘i 
it now amounts in value to a total of 3,880,803 dols. | the Philippines, £1,579; Australia, £1,511; British India, fa, 
The principal commodities imported from the United | £1,051; and France, £1,009. th: 
States in 1923 were as follows in millions of dollars :-- | RE-EXPORTS. til 
Binder twine, 5; books, etc., 9; chemical products, | Dari , — - ” <n 

PRS , 3 uring January re-exports amounted to £64,791. Class [ de 


18; coal, 92; raw cotton, 30; fruits, 24; undressed furs, 
6G; grain and its products, 11; meats, 7; copper, 8; 
electric apparatus, 11; iron ore, 4; rolling mill pro- 
ducts, 43; engines and boilers, 8; farm implements, 
12; machinery, 25; automobiles and parts, 29; 
petroleum oils, 27; vegetable oils, 7; paper, 7; crude 
rubber, G6; silk, 7, half of which is raw silk; sugar, 6; 
tobacco, 5; unmanufactured wood, 12; manufactured 
wood, 7; total wool, 4, of which raw wool was 2. 


—i.e., food and drink—were valued at £10,148; Class [1— 
raw materials and articles mainly unmanufactured— 
£3,581; and Class I[l—articles wholly or mainly manu- 
factured—£51,062. It should be stated that the figures 
for Class‘I are complete, but include manufactured foods 
and drinks which for some purposes may have to be 
included in Class I1I. The share of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland of these re-exports were valued at | 


£43,498 and £20,737 respectively. | 
lt may be observed that by far the larger part of the Bs, 


American trade with Canada is made up of natural pe 
Notable | SOUTH AFRICA, ns 
Coe 


products, either raw or partly manufactured. 



























































exceptions are farm implements, electrical apparatus, | dit 
automobiles, machinery, and rolling mill products. The |  pmyyqyp ~s ‘orromimetr Ter ¢ 7 am on 
differences in practice, standards, demand for cheapness, | THE SUGAR INDUSTRY IN ZULULAND, ETC. “4 
etc., account for the American predominance in the first | According to a review on the development of the sugar. § P 
three items. The absence of any organisation large enough | producing industry in the ‘‘ South African Railways and f . 
to deal with trade from ovelseas accounts to a great Harbours Magazine,’’ sugar cane growing is carried on ent 
extent for the last two items. : extensively in the 150 miles stretch of country from Avoca — 
. > ‘ . 19: 
Kxcept in these items, British trade in manufactured | to Matubatuba, served by the Natal North Coast Railway, ihe 
goods in Canada, generally speaking, has more than held | and the plantations cover a large part of Zululand. Up- a4 
its own, by virtue of their quality, low price, and the | wards of one and a half million tons of cane were treated | ie 
well-known integrity of the British exporting houses, both during last season at the several mills located alongythe | Laciy 
manafactarers and merchants. | North Coast line, and at the lesser number of mills in the [| rete 
| Durban-Port Shepstone area, and from this amount about a 
160,000 tons of sugar were manufactured, which at a low | ~ 
SH FREE STATE estimate of 20s. per 100 lb. represent an annual turnover of metas 
IRI ° £3,200,000. : " 
‘iaamecnel DEVELOPMENT OF THE INDUSTRY. = 
FOREIGN TRADE IN JANUARY. The development of this industry is of comparatively Ki 
The total value of imports into the country during | recent origin, and it was stimulated by a scarcity of sugar 44, 
January was valued at £4,750,469, states the Trade and | throughout the world during the period of the European the 
Shipping Statistics of the Irish Free State, issued by the | war. In 1913 about 30,000 tons of sugar were imported Ge: 
Ministry of Industry and Commerce, Department cf | to South Africa; the following year the imports amounted Co! 
Statistics, Dublin. | to 23,000 tons; but in 1915 they fell to 8,000 tons. During 
The following table shows the values of the four | last season sugar and sugar products valued at more than 
principal classes of imports :— | half a million pounds sterling were exported from Natal. 1 
ianans , ; ein. 4 Although a good deal of the cane growing in Natal and mia 
Classes. Value | Zululand is undertaken by companies, the bulk of it is in thr 
— ——nemarnanceecneennene ei inporceneneeers the hands of individual farmers, and consequently the est 
oe a plantations are of various sizes. In the case of the latter, Na 
Food, drink and tobacco : “ oes ; 2,350,900 ' an estate of from 200 to 300 acres is not considered too [| are 
Raw materials and articles mainly unmanufactured 446,311 | ee icone Seat cemaiiel coeiteen: tei 1] le Alas emis. “ane 
Articles wholly or mainly manufactured 1,915,548* | Se SS en ee eee ee ey me > oo oS 
Animals. not for food 87.710 ance of Zulu or Indian labour. If, however, a planter can mil 
, ieee - - . command the necessary capital, a 500 acre estate is to be 
* The figures for Class I are complete, but include manu- preferred, but for this he would probably require the } 
factured foods, drink and tobacco, which for some purposes assistance of a European overseer. rea 
may have to be included in Cines HT. | It has been estimated that for an ordinary 100 acre the 
Curer CouNtTRIES OF ORIGIN. | proposition in Zululand not less than £3,000 is required, 668 
Of the total value of imports, the bulk came from Great | sailiaceesshiaa ” 
Britain, whose share amounted to £3,308,685. Other con- | £ 
tributors included Northern Ireland, £482,410; the United | —e ry of ——" land, at £10 per acre...... £00 T 
States, £302,424; Roumania, £128,014; Canada, £111,000; | Plus 50 acres “hh ay lies tat tak eh achat 500 qua 
Germany, £69,816; the Netherlands, £68,292; Belgium, | Equipment, at £5 Per ACTC.........seeeeeeeeeees 500 in 
£67,572; Argentina, £50,907; France, £30,695; Sweden, | Clearing, planting, and cultivating............ oe dist 
£29,594; Portugal, £28,713; and Spain, £21,345. Incidental and living expenses.................. 500 127 
Iixeort TRADE. 3,000 ms 
The total value of exports (excluding re-exports) of Free A reserve acreage is desirable to provide room for a sup 
State produce and manufacture during the month under proper rotation of crops, and from this reserve paw paws, are; 
review was £3,691,617. The values of the four classes of pineapples, nuts, and general crops may be obtained. It 
exports are shown in the following table :— is estimated, also, that the net profits from well-managed 
CI : 4 South African sugar plantations, with good, but not h 
Jlasses. Value a . ; . den 
= necessarily the best, soil and climate, approximate £5 per 7 
¢ acre in normal years. et 
Food and drink ee ee _ vee 3,218,828 The South African sugar grower is paid, not on a a 
kaw materials and articles mainly unmanufactured 207,867 chemical analysis of his cane, but on its gross weight, Sone 
Articles wholly or mainly manufactured 158,306* RT ma f its sug: tent: |} 7 ainfall first 
Animals, living (not included in Class I) 106,616 ereepecenne GTS oe ae a a Sn the 
EE ee eh Snails a te of not less than 45 inches per annum and a warm climate, Uni 
* The figures for Class I are complete, but include manu- because the greater the rainfall and the warmer the 1-7 
factured foods and drinks which for some purposes may have weather following the rains, the heavier is his yield of 
to be included in Class III. cane. Thus in Zululand, where the climate is wetter and 
warmer than in Natal proper, the yield amounts to as B 
Cuter Recirrent Countrigs. much as 60 tons of cane per acre, as compared with a dem 
The share of Great Britain of the exports of Free State good Natal yield of less than half that quantity. In some . 
produce and manufacture was valued at £3,139,803. Other cases, however, the Natal average is higher than 30 tons; Stati 
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at Winkle Spruit, for example, where the Government 
had some land under sugar cane, the average for Uba 
cane some years ago was 38 tons per acre on soil of only 
fair quality; the management, however, was exceptional, 
the trash was carefully returned to the land, and the 
tillage was excellent, which serves to prove that in esti- 
mating sugar growing possibilities a good deal must 
depend upon the man, 





EUROPE. 


BELGIUM. 








THE BUILDING MATERIAL INDUSTRY. 

The Commercial Secretary at Brussels, in his Report* 
on the Economic and Financial Conditions in Belgium, 
states that there are in that country about 20 artificial 
cement works, employing over 3,000 hands. They are 
divided into the groups comprising, in the south, works 
at Cronfestu, Levie, Dufossez, Harmignies, Ben-Ahin, 
Thieu, etc., whilst in the north there are several artificial 
Portland cement factories. All the raw materials required 
are obtained in the country, with the exception of a 
small proportion of gypsum. The prosperity enjoyed in 
1922 continued throughout last year, while increased pro- 
duction was secured in some cases by the institution of 
a system of premiums, and certain factories were obliged 
to increase their plant. Reconstruction of the devastated 
areas, railway, canal, and public works absorbed large 
quantities of cement. ‘The demand in the export trade 
was also large, notwithstanding some competition from the 
Scandinavian countries, while towards the end of the 
vear orders were received from Japan. 

In the export market the chief buyers were the Nether- 
lands, 230,000 tons; France, 157,000 tons; the United 
Kingdom, 82,000 tons; Argentina, 62,000 tons; Brazil, 
44,000 tons; Egypt, 24,000 tons; Portugal, 23,000 tons; 
the United States, 22,000 tons; Morocco, 21,000 tons; 
Germany and Ireland, 14,000 tons each; and Belgian 
Congo, 12,000 tons. 


Brick MAKING. 


The development of the brick industry, which was so 
marked in 1922, increased last year to about a further 
threefold. Large numbers of new brickfields have been 
established in the devastated areas, in Flanders, and 
Namur. According to recent statistics, about 500 millions 
are now being manufactured in the Brussels district, as 
against 400 millions before the war, and from 150 to 175 
millions in 1922, 

Export TRADE. 

Exports of bricks and drainpipes other than fireclay 
reached 550,000 tons, of which France took 376,000 tons, 
the Netherlands 165,000 tons, Germany 745 tons, Uruguay 
668 tons, and Egypt 486 tons. Smaller quantities went to 
Tunis, Syria, Argentina, and Spain. 

QUARRIES. 


There are in Belgium 209 underground and 706 open 
quarries now being worked ; 137 of the former are situated 
in the province of Namur, while the open quarries are 
distributed as follows: Hainaut, 290; Liége, 195; Namur, 


127; Brabant, 55; Luxemburg, 27; and Limburg, 12. 


France and the Netherlands are still the chief customers 
for blue stone, whilst quantities of ballast have been 
supplied to the Belgian Government. The devastated 


areas also absorbed large quantities of broken stone. 


Marsig CurtinG AND POLISHING. 


In the marble cutting and polishing industry the 
demand was good, both in the home market and for 
Northern France. All the factories were fully occupied 
throughout the year with orders for decorative building 
purposes and chimneypieces. The export trade for the 
first ten months of 1923 was valued at 12,304,073 francs, 
the best customers including France, 4 million frs.; the 
United Kingdom, 2 million frs.; and the United States, 
1:7 million frs. 

LIME AND SAND. 


Both for constructional and metallurgical purposes the 
demand was very heavy, and all kilns were fully occupied. 


* Published for the Department of Overseas Trade by H.M. 
Stationery Office. Price 3s. net, 3s. 14d. post free. 
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In some cases production had to be increased. Large 
quantities of lime were exported: to France, 795,000 tons ; 
the Netherlands, 176,000 tons; Morocco, 3,000 tons; and 
Germany 2,000 tons. 

Trade was very active throughout the year for all 
varieties of sand, and production scarcely kept pace with 
demand. In fact, many small pits which had been closed 
down had to be re-opened. In some pits mechanical 
appliances have been installed in order to increase 
production. 





FINLAND. 





IMPORTS AND EXPORTS IN FEBRUARY. 

According to the Financial and Business Report of the 
Finnish Central Chamber of Commerce, the imports during 
February were valued at 297°9 million Finnish marks, as 
compared with 378°5 million F. mks. in January. The 
imports of wheat flour have fallen from 10°6 million F. 
mks. in January to 7°6 million F. mks. Amongst Colonial 
produce, imports of coffee and tobacco have failen, whilst 
raw sugar imports have declined from 6°94 million kilogs. 
in January to 4°77 million kilogs. In January 7:6 million 
kilogs. of coal and coke were imported, as compared with 
0-6 million kilogs. in February. On the other hand, the 
number of motor-cars coming into the country has increased 
from 26 to &6. 

Export TRADE. 

The exports during the month under review were valued 
at 140°3 million F. mks., as against 216°7 million F’. mks. 
in January. Exports of butter and cheese declined to a 
serious extent during the latter half of 1923, but have 
risen considerably during the present year. In _ the 
first two months of this year 1,153 tons of butter, valued 
at 40-2 million F. mks., have been exported, in addition 
to 421 tons of cheese, valued at 9:1 million F. mks. 

In spite of the ice difficulties, the imports of timber 
during February have been heavy, as may be seen from 
the figures given below, whilst the export value of the 
timber is also higher than in the corresponding month of 
last year. 











Commodities. 1924. 1923. 

(M3) (M3) 

Unsawn wood goods con aad Lad — 8,761 

Fuel (firewood) one _ sii piecd 866 9,713 

Deals ae ag ee one 4,603 117 

Battens iin 18,322 | 165 

Boards (Unplaned) ... nh -_ 17,837 293 

ae (Planed) ~~ aa joie jane 194 

Deal and board ends ine a wedi -— 224 

Boxboards ... sain ie ‘a ee a — 1,007 
Staves 52 — 

tons tons 

Plywood ae ae is edit io 1,749 


Bobbins Sie dei ae oe att 410 


In comparison with last year, great changes have, 
however, taken place as regards exports of paper industrial 
products, as may be seen from the following table :— 


448 











Commodities. 1924, 1923+ 

1,000 1,000 

| kilogs. kilogs. 

Woodpulp, (dry)... va aa ... | 6,531 | 2,078 
Cellulose, sulphite... ia dd 10,052 10,921 
- sulphate ... ids hele wie ts 4,309 
Cardboard not specified _... ‘ne i 1,374 2,056 
Wrapping paper... _ _ ees 1,934 1,791 
Newsprint paper... one avs ine 8,780 9,179 
Writing paper ie rae om so 128 465 


Exports of matches record an increase, having amounted 
to 345 tons, valued at 3:5 million F. mks., in January, 
and 380 tons, valued at 3:4 million F. mks., in February. 





ITALY. 





THE GLASS INDUSTRY. 
The Commercial Secretary at Rome, in his Report* on 
the Commercial, Industrial, and-Economic Situation in 
Italy, states that the estimated production of blown glass 


* Published for the Department of Overseas Trade by H.M. 
Stationery Office. Price 3s. net, 3s, 14d. post free. 
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in 1923 was 4 million square metres, as compared with 
the pre-war annual production of 5 million square metres. 
Installations for machine-made glass are, however, 
coming into use. <A firm at Milan has introduced ‘‘ Four- 
cault ’’ machines ‘some six are already in operation), a 
Naples firm will shortly be working with ‘‘ Empire’ 
machines, and at Turin machinery is also reported to have 
been introduced. It is calculated that the potential pro- 
duction will thus be increased to 7 million square metres 
per annum, but the heme market does not at present 
promise to consume on this scale. 


PuLaiIn Cast GLASS. 


The production of plain cast glass amounts to about 
500,000 square metres, against an annual consumption of 
approximately 400,000 square metres. A factory at Pisa 
is extending its plant, and anticipates shortly to be in 
a position to meet the entire home demand. As to 
decorated cast glass (ridged, stamped, netted, etc.), the 
potential production of the Pisa and Milan factories is 
about one-third greater than the potential consumption. 
Sales, which have been slack in the last few years, are now 
beginning to increase; the market consumes about one 
million square metres of Italian-made goods. 


Bor?Les. 


The bottle manufacturing industry is experiencing a 
trying time, owing to reduced consumption and increased 
foreign competition. Before the war Italy produced 80 
million bottles, whiist the present production is only about 
40 million. About six million bottles are imported from 
Czechoslovakia and another six million from France, 
making a national consumption of approximately 50 
million. bottles. Beer bottles come from Czechoslovakia 
and sparkling wine bottles from France. 


BLtown AND MovuLtpep GLASSWARE. 


There are about 43 factories manufacturing blown and 
moulded glassware, of which about 15 can be called 
important. They produce table glassware, liqueur bottles, 
etc., comprising practically all articles of white glassware 
except true crystal, which is imported from Belgium, 
whilst coloured glassware comes chiefly from Bohemia. 
The petential production is, however, superior to the 
consumption. In some factories scientific glass and neutral 
glass is made with sufficient success to render export 
possible and to compete even with the well-known Jena 
product. 


VENETIAN BEADS. 


This industry, which gives employment to about 5,000 
workers, about 3,000 in factories and 2,000 at home, is 
passing through a sales crisis, and is forced, in order to 
keep the factories working, to produce for stock. 


Artistic GLAass oF MuURANO. 


Almost the whole of the production of these factories 
is exported, chiefly to America and the United Kingdom. 
Besides the reproduction of classical designs in antique 
style, new designs are constantly being evolved, which 
meet with a ready market abroad. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 





GROWTH OF THE AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY. 

The number of automobiles produced in the United 
States, says the ‘‘ Trade Record ’’ of the National City 
Bank of New York, which was only 4,000 in 1900, jumped 
to 25,000 in 1905, 187,000 in 1910, nearly one million in 
1915, over two millions in 1920, to four millions in 1923, 
and may approximate five millions in 1924. 

The total number of machines turned out from 1900 
to the end of 1923 is, in round terms, 20 millions, of 
which about 15 millions are now in use in the United 
States. A million have been exported, and the other four 
millions have presumably gone to be melted down and 
turned again into new machines. The figures of production 
are those of the United States Census and the Automobile 
Chamber of Commerce, those of exports are from the official 
record of the Government, and these of automobiles now 
in use are the latest estimate of the Department of Agri- 
culture. 


The total wholesale value of the 20 million machines 
‘turned out in the country since 1900 is approximately 
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16,000 million dols., that of the million machines exported 
over 1,000 million dols. Of the approximately 18 million 
machines in the whole world the United States has 15 
million. The United States, with 6 per cent. of the 
world population, has thus about 83 per cent. of the world’s 
automobiles, 

This wonderful growth in the production of machines, 
states the ‘‘ Trade Record,’”’ is a result of a tremendous 
increase in the capital invested in this industry. The 
census of 1900 put the capital of the automobile factories 
of the country at 5,769,000 dols., that of 1910 at 173,837,000 
dois., and that of 1920 at 1,310,451,000 dols., while the 
total at the beginning of 1924 is estimated by competent 
authorities at fully 1,500 million dols., or 260 times as 
much as 25 years ago. With this enormous increase in 
capital investment and outturn has come a big reduction 
in prices, the average export price of the machines sent 
out of the country having been, according to Governmental 
figures, 1,708 dols. per machine in 1907, the first year of 
official record, 1,005 dols. in 1913, and 712 dols. per machine 
in January, 1924. 


This tremendous growth in the popularity of the auto- 
mobile has been shared by both passenger and freight 
machines, but especially the latter in recent years. The 
records of the Automobile Chamber of Commerce show 
that, while the number of passenger machines produced in 
1923 was eight times as many as in 1913, ten years earlier, 
the number of motor trucks turned out in 1923 was 15 times 
as many as in 1913. Trucks now form about 10 per cent. 
of the total number of machines produced; in 1914 they 
were less than 5 per cent. of the total. Trucks formed 
about 16 per cent. of the total number of automobiles 
exported of 1923, the average export value per machine 
being, according to the records of the Department of 
Commerce, trucks, 616 dols.; passenger machines, 714 dols. 





AFRICA. 





EGYPT. 





FOREIGN TRADE, JANUARY-FEBRUARY. 
(From the British Commercial Agent.) 

CatRo. 
The Department of Statistics, Cairo, has issued the 
following statement of the foreign commerce of Egypt 
during the month of February and the first two months 

of 1924:— 

MonTH oF FEBRUARY. 


























; | ; Increase (+) 0 
1924, | 1923. | ‘decrease ( - ¥ 
ee. | #2 £E. 
— 
obacco 163,680 | 112,345 + 651,335 
Other merchandise... | 3,540,940 | 3,134,330 + 406,610 
Total ... ‘se 3,704,620 | 3,246, 675 + 457,945 
Exports : | 
Cotton cae + | 5,101,183 | 4,522,955 + 578,228 
Cigarettes... mn 33,631 | 29,218 + 4,413 
Other merchandise ... 645,434 | 599,452 + 45,982 
Total ... i 5,780,248 | 5,151,625 | + 628,623 
Re-exports “fo 111,890 | 109, 782 + 2,108 
Transit trade | $321,018 338, 452 - A, 434 





J seeceenaiiiaeaianes 





























eee | | | 
obacco ... | ~— «327,232 | 287,606 | + 89,626 
Other merchandise... | 7,302,778 | 6,769,014 | + 533,764 

— 
Total... ... | 7,630,010 | 7,006,620 | + 623,390 

Exports : 

otton 1 eee | 12,557,884 | 10,897,626 | +2,159,758 
Cigarettes a: 50,567 | 45,699 | + 4,868 
Other merchandise .. | 1,560,622 1,473,223 + 87,399 
Total... ... | 14,168,578 | 11,916,548 | +2,252,025 
Re-exports ... ...| 213,987 233,714 | -— 19,727 
Transit trade ... we | 567,021 738,054 —- 171,033 





Apri 10, 1924. 
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Finance and Banking. 





UNITED KINGDOM. 





NEW CAPITAL. ISSUES IN MARCH. 


The following statistics have been compiled by the 
Midland Bank Limited. The figures exclude all direct 
borrowings by the British Government for national pur- 
poses, Shares issued to vendors, allotments arising from 
the capitalisation of reserve funds and undivided profits, 
issues for conversion purposes, short-dated bills sold in 
anticipation of long-term borrowings, and loans. by 
municipal and county authorities, except in cases where 
there 1s a specified limit to the total subscription. They 
do not include issues of capital by private companies, 
except where particulars are publicly announced. In all 
cases the figures are based upon the prices of issue :— 


New Capitat Issvugs* sy MonrTus. 























| 1921 | 1922 i923 | 1924 'Y 

| £ £ £ | £ 
January ... ... | 22,468,915 42,343,378 | 21,051,940 | 11,540,267 
February ... .» | 10,362,523 25,996,607 9,956,913 | 22,388,347 
March... =... | 25,518,471 | 24,867,127 | 14,880,184 | 13,716,619 
8 months... . | 58,349,909 | 93,207,112 | 45,889,037 | 47,645,233 

| te 
April vee eve |-—«'14,764,670 | 17,167,267 16,028,040 | onan 
May wees wee |_—«:17,187,148 | 35,782,757 | 26,844,993 | _ 
June ve wae | 83,918,846 | 21,989,855 34,762,654 | rare 
July we w+ | 7,352,604 | 18,627,347 20,859,046 | - 
August... ... | 3,058,511 1,996,650 1,307,677 | om 
September a 9,951,476 | 5,187,878 4,329,308 | ~ 
October ... 33,358,634 | 25,330,678 | 38,575,854 | owe 
November 18,500,630 9,741,909 13,468,450 | — 
December 19,353,026 7,537,097 1,694,765 wie 
Year wees eve, | 215,795,454 | 235,668,550 203,759,754 





! 





* Excluding British Government Loans raised directly for national purposes. 


GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION* BY MoNTHS. 





Great India and British Foreign 

















Britain Ceylon. Possessions! Countries. Total. 

£1,000. £1,000. £1,000. £1,000. £1,000. 
January, 1922... 27,422 20 8,076 6,825 (| 42,343 
February ,, ««. 6,570 | — 5,195 14,232 25,997 
March ~ “e 9,602 | 100 | 5,655 9,510 24,867 | 
3 months ... | 48,594 120 18,926 30,567 93,207 
April 99 eee | 5,899 = 8,095 3,173 | 17,167 
May i | owe | 9,049 — 1,938 7,741 17,055 35,783 
June ae | 6,055 12,020 410 3,505 21,990 
July » eo | 12,108 4,204 1,828 488 18,628 
August » soe) 796 —- 300 — 1,096 
September ,, ... | 4,745 332 111 + 6,188 
October 4, eee | 7,691 | 17,351 | 84 204 25,330 
November ,, ... | 5,579 | 114 1,830 2,219 | 9,742 
December ,, ... | 4,952 39 74 2,472 | 7,537 





Year... + | 100,468 36,118 39,399 59,683 235,668 























January, 1923... | 1,736 | 670 9,202 | 9,444 21,052 
February ,, «+. 1,241 286 6,566 1,864 9,957 
March a 10,940 672 2,912 356 14,880 
3 months ... | 18,917 | 1,628 18,680 11,664 45,889 
April » we) eee: |. eee 4,759 8,892 | 16,028 
May i Sad 4,830 18,050 3,511 454 26,845 
Juve aa 8,205 970 3,408 22,179 34,762 
July a at. 9,322 1,239 4,868 5,430 20,859 
ee 423 295 277 313 1,308 
September ., ... | 522 | — 2,138 1,669 4,329 
October ,, ... | 17,659 — | 19,483 1,434 88,576 
November ,, ... | 6,172 1,694 | 4,474 1,129 13,469 
December ,, ... | 611 | 61 | 588 435 , 1,695 
Year... | 67,584 25,391 62,186 48,599 203,700 
January, 1924...| 5,556 am 3,326 2,658 11,540 
February, ,, ... 5,455 172 | 5,086 11,725 22,388 
March ree 6,982 321 897 5,517 13,717 
3 months 17,9098 | ° 493 | 9,259 19,900 47,645 


* Excluding British Government Loans raised directly for national purposes. 





JUGO-SLAVIA. 
CREDITS FOR AGRICULTURE. 


The following particulars regarding the Draft Law pro- 
viding for the establishment of the Zemljoradnicka Banka 
(Agricultural Bank) supplement and correct these recently 
reported to the Department of Overseas Trade (see the 
“ Journal ’’ of 20th March, page 369) :— 


According to a report received from the Commercial 
Secretary dt Belgrade, the Bank will be a State institution 
and its capital and reserve funds will be the property of 
the State. The founding capital will be 500 million dinars; 
50 per cent. of the net profits of the State Lottery, 75 per 
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cent. of the profits of the State Mortgage Bank, and 
19 per cent. of those of the Post Office Savings Bank will 
be used as capital for the Zemljoradnicka Banka. The 
funds arising from the liquidation .of the former Agri- 
cultural Bank at Skoplje will be devoted to the same object. 

The Minister of Finance will be authorised to provide 
59 million dinars from the Budget surplus of 1924-25 for 
capital for the Bank. Departmental Budgets may also 
include sums for the same purpose. 

The Bank will give loans at 6 per cent., and in no case 
can it charge rates of interest more than 2 per cent. higher 
than the discount rate of the National Bank. 

The Bank will give short, medium, and long term credits, 
Short term credits will be given to agriculturists for the 
purchase of fodder, manures, seeds, and for harvest, 
threshing, and similar purposes, and especially for assist- 
ance in famine years. Medium term credits will be granted 
for the purchase of live stock, implements, machinery, the 
preparation of new vineyards and orchards, and the repair 
of houses. Long term credits will be allowed for the 
purchase of land, repayment of debts on land and new 
buildings, and similar purposes. Long term credits will 
not exceed 15 years in duration. The Bank will receive 
savings deposits. 

The Draft Law is still awaiting sanction by the 
Skupstina. 





cel 


Commercial Treaties and 
Arrangements. 





GERMANY—ESTHONIA. 





TEMPORARY ECONOMIC AGREEMENT. 


The Board of Trade has received translation of the 
temporary Economic Agreement between Germany and 
{sthonia, which was signed at Reval on 27th June, 1923. 
The Agreement comes into force immediately upon the 
exchange of ratifications, and remains in force pending the 
conclusion of a full Commercial Treaty. 

Under the Agreement both Contracting Parties under- 
take to apply in their mutual trade relations the principle 
of most-favoured-nation treatment in the following 
matters :— 

1. Transit, re-exportation, and the treatment of goods 
in bond; 

2. Customs formalities ; 

3. Acquisition and possession of personal and real 
property, as well as the disposal thereof ; 

4. Permission for citizens, as well as trading, business, 
and financial associations (including insurance 
companies) of the one Party to exercise commerce, 
trade, industry, and agriculture in the territories 
of the other; , 

5. Protection of industrial property (patents, trade 
marks, and designs), 


The same principle will be applied to the treatment of 
merchants, manufacturers, and other tradespeople who 
desire to make purchases or solicit orders. Commercial 
travellers who are provided with a business identity card 
(of which a specimen is annexed to the Agreement) may 
carry samples, but not goods for sale, and may not exercise 
or negotiate business other than that mentioned on the 
identity card. 

Freedom of transit is provided for, and no special taxes, 
imposts, or charges are to be levied on persons or goods 
in transit other than those charged in respect of super- 
vision and administration. 

National treatment is to be accorded to vessels and their 
cargoes, exception being made in regard to:— 

1. Special privileges which are, or may be, granted 
to inland fishing and its products; 

2. Privileges which are, or may be, granted by one 
of the Contracting Parties to its citizens for the 
purpose of furthering national shipbuilding; 

3. Coasting trade. 

Should, however, one of the Parties grant more favour- 
able terms to a third State, these terms will apply uncon- 
ditionally to the other Party. | 

Each Party undertakes not to subject the citizens of the 
other Party to State or municipal taxes, duties, or imposts 
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other or higher than those payable by its own citizens or 
the citizens of any third State. This stipulation does not, 
however, apply to Customs duties, imposts, and similar 
charges imposed on import and export. 

Exception to the principle of most-favoured-nation treat- 
ment is provided in regard to :— 

1. Privileges which are, or may be, granted to a third 
State in respect of frontier trafiic; 

2. Privileges which are, or may be, granted to a third 
State on the basis of a Customs Union; 

3. Privileges which are, or may be, granted by Germany 
under the Peace Treaties; 

4. Privileges which are, or may be, granted as a result 
of Conventions for the avoidance of double tariffs 
or for legal assistance ; 

be, granted by 
Lithuania, and 


which are, or may 
Finland, Latvia 
3 3 


. Privileges 
Esthonia_ to 
Russia ; 


Cr 


6. Privileges granted by Germany to Austria or 









































Lithuania by Special Agreement. 
~/ S 


Both parties agree to conclude as soon as possible a full 
Commercial Treaty for the regulation of their economic 


relations. 





SPAIN—BRAZIL. 
PROVISIONAL EXCHANGE OF NOTES. 


The ‘‘ Gaceta de Madrid ” of 25th March publishes the 
text of an Exchange of Notes, dated 29th February, 
provisionally regulating the commercial relations between 
Spain and Brazil. 

This Arrangement came into force on the date of the 
Exchange of Notes, and is to remain operative unti! 31st 
December, subject, however, to denunciation by either 
party at three months’ notice. Brazilian goods imported 
into Spain are to be dutiable under the ‘‘ Second Column ”’ 
of the Spanish Customs Tariff, and Spanish goods imported 
into Brazil are to be subject to the ‘‘ Minimum ”’ Tariff 
duties. 








ee 


Shipping and Railways. 





UNITED KINGDOM. 
RAILWAY RETURNS FOR 1923. 


The Ministry of Transport announces that a preliminary 
statement containing summarised particulars of the 
accounts and statistical returns of the railways in Great 
Britain for the year 1923,. compared’ with the years 1922 
and 1913, has been published, and copies, price 2s., may 
be obtained from H.M, Stationery Office. 

In addition to totals for Great Britain, the statement 
shows separately the aggregate figure for the companies 
constituting each of the four new groups. The tables show 
the capital expenditure and receipts, the revenue receipts 
and expenditure from railway working, the total net 
receipts, the appropriations of net income, and a 
summarised balance sheet. They also show the number of 
passengers carried, the tonnage conveyed, the average 
receipt per ton and per ton-mile, and the leading operating 
statistics, The complete railway returns will be issued 
later in the year. 








CAPE VERDE ISLANDS. 
SHIPPING MOVEMENTS AT ST. VINCENT. 


The British Vice-Consul at St. Vincent, in his Report 
on the Trade of the Cape Verde Islands in 1923, states 
that during the year under review 858 steam vessels, with 
a tonnage of 2,341,696, entered the Port of St. Vincent. 
Of these 531, with a tonnage of 1,509,577, were British, 
other principal countries including Greece, with 59 ships, 
of a tonnage of 149,724; Italy, 43 ships, with a tonnage 
of 124,345; the Netherlands, 42 ships, with a tonnage of 
103,662; and Norway, 38 ships, with a tonnage of 86,499. 

During the same period 862 steam vessels, with a tonnage 
of 2,364,089, were cleared from the port, of which 526 
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vessels, with a tonnage of 1,498,069, were British. Othe 
principal countries included Greece, 62 ships, with 4 
tonnage of 157,233; the Netherlands and Italy, with 43 
ships each, with a tonnage of 104,917 and 121,105 respec. 


tively, and Norway, 38 ships, with a tonnage of 86,449. 





FRANCE. 
THE PORT OF CALAIS. 





The British Vice-Consul at Calais has forwarded (1) a 
copy of the Calais Chamber of Commerce Year Book for 
1924, which contains, among other information, up-to-date 
particulars of the regulations and port charges at that 
port; and (2) a copy of ‘‘ Expose Sommaire des Travaux 
de la Chambre de Commerce de Calais en 1923,’’ containing 


navigation statistics and import and export tables. 


The above-mentioned publications may be consulted by 
British firms upon application to the Department of 


Overseas Trade (Shipping and Transport Section), 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2. 





INDO -CHINA. 
NEW PORT REGULATIONS AT SAIGON. 


From H.M. Consulate-General at Saigon has been 
received a copy of the ‘‘ Journal Official de L’Indo-Chine 
Francaise ’’ of 13th February, 1924, containing the new 
port regulations. 

These may be seen at the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Shipping and Transport Section), 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, EK.C.2. 
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Minerals and Metals. 





AUSTRALIA. 
NEW SOUTH WALES COAL OUTPUT IN 1923. 


According to a statement issued by the New South 
Wales Department of Mines, the production of coal and 
coke in that State during 1923 amounted to 10,478,513 tons, 
valued at the pit mouth at £8,607,892. On only two 
occasions has this output been exceeded, viz., in 1920 and 
1921, when, in the latter year, the production—which was 
a record for the State--reached 10,793,387 tons. In 1922 
the production was 10,183,133 tons, valued at £8,507,946. 








BRAZIL, 


RIO DE JANEIRO COAL IMPORTS. 


The Acting British Vice-Consul at Rio de Janeiro reports 
that during January last the imports of coal into Rio 
de Janeiro amounted to 94,186 tons. Of this amount 
78,750 tons consisted of Welsh coal, and the balance, 
15,436 tons, came from the United States. 


ae 





New Coat Deposits. 


The existence of coal of excellent quantity has been 
reported at Barreiras, Itamarandiba, in the State of Minas 
Geraes, and engineers have beer instructed to make the 
necessary investigations and arrangements with a view to 
the exploitation of the deposits as economically as possible. 
The Central Railway has used national coal experimentally, 
but it is considered doubtful whether this coal will 
eventually be used to any great extent. 





FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 


DISPOSAL OF TIN STOCKS. 


The Malay States Information Agency is authorised to 
state that the Government of the Federated Malay States, 
up to 24th March, had disposed of 6,000 tons of its stocks 
of tin in the open market. This represents the total 
amount of Federated Malay States Government tin 


released for sale under the terms of the Bandoeng Agree- 
ment. 
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Textiles. 





B.A.W.R.A. WOOL. 





STOCKS AND DISPOSALS, JANUARY- 
MARCH. 


A statement issued by the British-Australian Wool 
Realisation Association, Limited, shows that the disposal 
of wool during the three months ended 3lst March last 
amounted to 164,809 bales. The total was made up of 
86 bales of Australian merino, 128,723 bales of Australian 
crossbred, and 36,050 bales of New Zealand wool, of which 
132 were merino. Stocks in hand and afloat on 3lst March 
totalled 44,778 bales, consisting of 53 bales of Australian 
merino, 33,574 bales of Australian crossbred, and 11,151 
bales of New Zealand wool. 

Note.—Of the stocks of wool shown above, one-half of 
the Australian wool and the whole of the New Zealand 
wool belongs to the British Government. 
of the Australian wool belongs to the British-Australian 
Wool Realisation Association, Limited. 





HUNGARY. 





TEXTILE IMPORTS IN 1923. 


(From the Commercial Secretary.) 
Bupa-Pest. 

According to the Director of the Hungarian Statistical 
Office, the value of the industrial finished products 
imported into Hungary in 1923 amounted to 240 million 
gold korona, as against 286 million korona in 1922. This 
reduction arose almost exclusively through the decrease 
in the import of textiles and textile materials. 

In 1922 the value of the imports of textiles amounted 
to 173°3 million gold korona, but in 1923 to only 117°9 
million korona. Until the extension of the restriction of 
all imports in the first two months of the year the import 
of various textiles was very large. ‘The heavy decrease 
which was noticeable after the imposition of greater 
restrictions and during the major part of the year became 
less marked in the last two months, when a certain recovery 
was experienced. 


DECREASES IN-IMPORTS OF FABRICS. 


During the past year fabrics constituted the greater 
part of the imported textiles; knitted fabrics were 
imported to the extent of 72,000 quintals, as compared 
with 116,000 quintals in the previous year, and of this 
amount 22,000 quintals were imported during the first two 
months of the year. Of the imported cotton fabrics 30,000 
quintals were in a raw state, 12,000 quintals bleached, 
7,000 quintals coloured, printed, and dyed, and 23,000 
quintals colour woven. 

Imports of woollen and half-woollen materials decreased 
from 39,000 quintals in 1922 to 24,000 quintals in 1923. 
Considerable reductions took place also in imports of silk 
and half-silk fabrics. The greatest decrease, however, is 
observable in the import of jute sacks, which fell from 
29.000 quintals in 1922 to 500 quintals in 1923. The 
diminution in the imports of products of the textile 
industry is taken as proof that the home industry, with 
sufficient protection, and given an increase in production, 
will suffice for home consumption. | 





ae aaa 


RECENT OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS. 


Publications relating to Commerce, Industry, etc., recently 
issued by various Government Departments. To be obtained from 
H.M. Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
W.C. 2, and Branches. (Post free prices are in parentheses.) 


Board of Trade : 
Registry of Ships :-— , ; 
British Ships Reported to the Registrar-General of Shipping and Seamen 
during Feb., 1924. (3s. 04d.) 
Signal Letters of British Ships. 1924. 
Feb. 29, 1924). (64d.) 
Overseas Trade Department Reports: 
Relgium. Economic and Finaneial Conditions. Dec., 1923; with an 
Annex on the Economic Situation in the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg. 
(38. 14d.) 


Supplement (Corrected to 


Italy. Commercial, Industrial and Economic Situation. Dec., 1923. 
(2s. 74d.) 
Portugal. Trade, Industries and Economic Conditions. Jan., 1924. 


(1s. 7d.) 
Siam. Commercial Situation at the close of the Third Quarter, 1923. 


(1s. 7d.) 


The other half. 





Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


AUSTRALIA. 


FURTHER APPLICATION OF DUMPING 
DUTIES. 

The High Commissioner for Australia has received tele- 
graphic advice from the Commonwealth Government that 
further notices have been issued under the Commonwealth 
Tariff (Industries Preservation) Act applying dumping 
duty to the following goods :— 











SECTION 4. 


Great Britain: Static transformers, the landed duty-paid 
cost of which is less than the wholesale price of comparable 
Australian machines; knife switches; ironclad cutouts. 

Sweden: Induction motors, the landed duty-paid cost of 
which is less than manufacturer’s selling price of similar 
Australian motors. 

SEcTION 5. 

Great Britain: Men’s civilian suits (this apphes to one 

shipment only); artificial silk knitted ties. 
SECTION 8. 

France: Artificial flowers and fruits; pneumatic rubber 
cycle tyres and tubes. 

Germany: Wooden trays; jewellery cases; dental cement, 
except porcelain cement; ether, sulphuric. 

Czechoslovakia: Lathes; wooden taps. 

Hungary: Brushware; silk blouses. 


Belgium: Steel, viz., merchant bars, angles, beams, 
channels, and tees, competitive with Australian rolled 
sections. 


SECTION 9, 
Germany: Cystoscopes. 
Imitation fur tails of German origin have been removed 
from the operation of the Industries Preservation Act. 


The foregoing information has been received by telegraph 
and is subject to confirmation. 





INCREASE OF DUTIES ON BRANDY. 


The High Commissioner for Australia has received tele- 
graphic advice from the Commonwealth Customs authorities 
to the effect that Tariff Item 3 (A), relating to brandy, 
has been amended by increasing all rates by ds. 


4S. 


CANADA. 


EXTENDED APPLICATION OF THE 
INTERMEDIATE TARIFF. 

By Orders in Council, dated 12th March, 1924, the 
benefit of the Intermediate Tariff of the Canadian Customs 
Tariff is extended to products originating in and coming 
from the following territories : — 


The Economic Union of Belgium and Luxemburg: 
Colonies and Possessions of Belgium, 
Territory of which Belgium is mandatory under the 
provisions of the Covenant of the League of Nations. 


Holland: 
Dutch East Indies, 
Dutch Guiana, 
Dutch West Indies. 


The above-mentioned Orders in Council provide that, in 
order to enjoy the benefit of the Intermediate Tariff rates, 
the goods must be imported and conveyed without tranship- 
ment from a port in such territories or from a port of a 
country enjoying the benefit of the Canadian Preferential 
or Intermediate Tariff into a sea or river port of Canada. 











NEW ZEALAND. 


THE IMPORTATION, ETC., OF GAME 
ANIMALS. 

The ‘‘ New Zealand Gazette ”’ of 7th February contains 
Regulations issued under the Animals Protection and Game 
Act on Ist February, 1924, providing for the protection 
of game and anima!s in the Dominion. 





AND 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued 





The Regulations prohibit, inter alia, the importation 
into New Zealand of any mammal, bird, reptile, or insect 
which is likely to become a nuisance or to cause injury 
or damage, and also the importation, except under licence, 
of the skins, feathers, or eggs of any bird. 





ST. LUCIA. 
INCREASED CUSTOMS DUTIES. 





The Customs Duties Amendment Ordinance, 1924, 
assented to on 7th March, 1924, imposes, up to 3lst 
December, 1924, on all dutiable goods imported into St. 


Lucia, except wheaten flour and coal, an additional duty 
at the rate of 2} per cent. of the Customs duties leviable 
on sich goods. 
It should be 
Amendment Ordinance, 
imposed on all dutiable goods, 
coal, imported into St, Lucia, 
of the Customs duties leviable on such goods, 


noted that, under the Customs Duties 
1923, an additional duty was 
except wheaten flour and 
at the rate of 10 per cent. 
The present 


Ordinance, therefore, increases the surtax imposed on 
dutiable goods to 124 per cent. of the import duties 


otherwise leviable thereon. 





SARAWAK, 


EXPORTATION OF WET PLANTATION 
RUBBER PROHIBITED. 





An Order of the Rajah, dated 26th January, 1924, 
prohibits the exportation of wet plantation rubber in any 


form from Sarawak. 





PLANTATION RUBBER. 

Notification No. 13, dated 9th January, 1924, states 
that, as from Ist February, 1924, all forms of plantation 
rubber, except scrap, will be charged export duty at the 
rate for smoked sheet and No. 1 crepe. 


FOREIGN. 


ARGENTINA. 


REGULATIONS UNDER NEW CUSTOMS 
TARIFF LAW. 

The Argentine ‘‘ Boletin Oficial’ for 22nd February. 
contains a lengthy Decree, issued under the Law (No. 
11281) of 6th December last, containing the _ revised 
Argentine Customs Tariff (see pages 83-7 of the issue of 
this ‘‘ Journal ”’ for 17th January). 

The first part of this Decree is in the nature of an 
explanation of various items in the dutiable and free lists 
of the new Tariff, and the provisions of this part (which 
should be read in conjunction with the Tariff Revision 
Law) are set out in detail below. The Decree further 
contains detailed regulations to ensure that goods imported 
duty free or at reduced rates of duty on condition that 
they are used for special purposes are used for these 
purposes and no other; and also deals (inter alia)with the 
duty-free importation of commercial travellers’ samples; 
the temporary importation of motor vehicles and cycles 


EXPORT DUTY ON 








and other articles by travellers; the assessment and 
collection of duties, and the valuation (for duty) of 
imported goods (including the procedure for settling 


disputes); the clearance of goods from Customs Houses; 
and similar matters. 

The complete text of the Decree (in Spanish) may be 
seen at the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W.1. . 

The ‘‘ Explanatory Note ”’ provisions of the Decree (see 
above) are given below. Jt should be noted that all the 
duties quoted are subject to the general. surtaxes and/or 
valuation increases prescribed in the Tariff Law. 


9 


Goops Sussect to Duty accorpInc TO VALUE (OR 
VALUATION). 


Brass (bronce) articles which are not intended for industrial 
or scientific purposes: The duty of 50 per cent. shall be paid 
on all articles of brass, whether or not plated (plateados), 
bronzed (patinados), nickelled, or gilt, and also on those in 
which this metal predominates, with the exception of apparatus 
necessary for the development of industry or science and 
articles covered by Tariff No. 997 (scrap) and the bars, sheets. 
ingots, and plates covered by Tariff No. 999, on which the 
duty shall be 25 per cent. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES— Continued, 





Rule VI to the Hardware Section of the Tariff applies to 
articles included under Tariff Nos. 997-1004 (i.e., articles 
containing a proportion of copper, brass, or yellow metal 
exceeding 69 per cent. by weight are classed under these 
Nos.). 

Silk wares, made up: This heading includes, for the purpose 
of levying duty, all articles made of natural or artificial silk, 
including all articles made up or partly made up, no matter 
in what section of the Valuation Tariff they are included. 

All articles shall be considered as made up or partly made 
up which, when they leave the loom, have a specified shape 
and direct use, and those which when released to the trade 
only need to be finished off by hemming, hem-stitching, 


trimming, etc. 


Lace, fine, of pure or mixed silk: This heading includes all 
fine lace and that made of silk or silk mixtures. 

Fine hose (medias) of lisle (hilo) or silk: All hose, whether 
finished or not, containing silk in a proportion of 40 per cent. 
or more, shall be dutiable (as fine hose of pure or mixed silk) at 
the rate of 50 per cent. 

Hose which contains less than 40 per cent. but more than 
25 per cent. of silk shall be classed (as fine hose of lisle 
thread with silk) at the rate of 50 per cent., except inferior 
quality hose of so-called lisle thread with silk, on which the 
duty shall be 40 per cent. 

Fine hose of lisle thread and of so-called lisle thread shall 
be dutiable at the rate of 50 per cent., except inferior hose of 
the latter class, on which the duty shall be 40 per cent. 

All hose of silk or cotton which contains up to 25 per cent. 
of silk shall be dutiable (as ‘‘ hose of cotton with silk ’’) at 
the rate of 40 per cent. For this classification there shall be 
taken into account separately the toe, sole, heel, and top to 
determine whether they are made of lisle thread or cotton, 
while otber hosiery, commonly known as lisle thread or lisle 
thread with silk, shall retain their classification and Customs 
valuation whatever be the proportion of silk within the margin 
of 40 per cent. 


Manufactured articles of silver, electro-plate, wory, amber, 
tortoisesheil, and mother-of-pearl: The duty of 50 per cent. 
shall be applied to all articles of silver and electro-plate of 
any quality, and also to ivory, amber, tortoiseshell, and 
mother-of-pearl, manufactured in any form, including buttons. 


Made up or partly made up textile wares, except silk: This 


heading covers all articles made up or partly made up of 
woven or meshed (punto) fabrics, including articles in all 


sections of the Tariff. 

Made up articles containing silk in any proportion up to 
40 per cenit. (whether it be in the warp or weft or trimmings) 
shall be classified as wares of the relevant textile ‘‘ with silk.’ 

All articles shall be considered as made up or partly made 
up which when they leave the loom-have a specified shape and 
direct use, and those which when released to the trade only 


need to be finished off by hemming, hem-stitching, trimming, 
ete. 
Chromos, oleographs, and printed matter in general: All 


printed matter, without exception, 
per cent., whether it be on paper, 
and whatever be its character. 


is to pay the duty of 40 
cardboard, or pasteboard, 


Majolica, porcelain, and crystal, biscuit ware and terracotta: 
Earthenware (/ozas) or clay wares (arcillas), decorated, 
enamelled, or metallic finished, including tiles, are classed as 
majolica; baked earth or clay as terracotta; biscuit ware, 
ornaments, fittings, and other ceramic wares shall be classed 
as porcelain, except electrical accessories, such as insulators, 
yarn guides, tubes, and similar articles, which are subject to 
the general duty of 25 per cent. 

Articles manufactured with brass or crystal are dutiable at 
the rate of 50 per cent. 

For the application of the duty of 40 per cent. every article 
which contains more than 23 per cent. of lead oxide shall be 
classed as ‘‘ crystal ’’; every article containing from 5 per 


cent. to 23 per cent. of lead oxide as “ half crystal,’’ both 
paying the same duty, the classification being corroborated by 
the refraction index. : 


Mosaics and fine floorings : All those mentioned in the Tariff 
are included in this heading, except the parquet known as 
‘‘ baston roto,’? which comes without figures or inlay. 


Silk fabrics : All fabrics of natural and artificial silk included 
in Nos. 2051-2, 2054-8 of the Valuation Tariff are dutiable at 
the rate of 40 per cent. Silk bolting cloth (No. 2053) is 
dutiable at 15 per cent. 


_ Linen fabrics : All the fabrics of pure or mixed linen included 
in Nos. 2023-2034 of the Valuation Tariff are dutiable at the 
rate of 35 per cent. 


Screws : No distinction shall be made between screws, bolts, 
and nuts, whether the nuts come with or without the bolts 
and whether they be of iron, steel, or copper, but those made 
of brass (covered by Tariff No. 1509) are dutiable at the 
50 per cent. rate. 


Mixed fabrics: Textiles of wool and silk and of cotton and 
silk shall be assessed as such when they contain silk in the 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continuea. 





proportions laid down in Notes 2 and 3 to the Textile Section 
ot the ‘Yarilf. 

{these Notes are as follows :— 

Note 2.,—lor appraisement purposes the term silk fabrics 
covers any fabric containing not more than 15 per cent. 
of any other fibres; the term fabrics of mixed sitk covers 
any fabrics containing 40 per cent. or more, but less than 
85 per cent., of silk; the term fabrics with silk covers any 
fabrics containing less than 40 per cent. of silk. 

Wote 3.—Lhe term fabrics of wool covers any fabrics 
containing up to 15 per cent. of other fibres except silk; 
the term fabrics of mixed wool covers any fabrics con- 
taining 40 per cent. and upwards, but less than 85 per cent., 
of wool mixed with other fibres except silk; the term 
fabrics with wool covers any fabrics containing less than 
40 per cent. of wool mixed with other fibres except silk. | 

Pasteboard (carton).—Uncovered, yellow straw board, grey 
paper board, and mechanical wood pulp pasteboard (Taritt 

2368) are dutiable at the 15 per cent. rate. 

Azles and axle boxes: Those for horse-drawn carriages and 
carts are dutiable at the 15 per cent. rate. 

Barytes, crushed, or impure barium sulphate: Crushed 
barytes, or impure barium sulphate, is dutiable at the rate of 
10 per cent., but pure barium sulphate for medicinal purposes 
(especially for radiography) is dutiable under ‘lariff No. 2884 
at the rate of 25 per cent. 

Precious stones and jewellery: (Gold-rolled (enchapadas) 
jewellery shall not be dutiable at the lower rate of 10 per 
cent., whatever be its value, as it is not included in Note 1 
to the Jewellery Section of the Tariff. 

Chemicals : Zinc oxide, iron oxide, copper sulphate, potassium 
bichromate, and calcium chloride are dutiable at the lower rate 
of 5 per cent. when impure. When they are pure a duty of 
25 per cent. is to be paid. 

(Vote.—Zinc oxide for paints is duty free.) 

Cork : Cork, in the rough or in slabs (Tariff No. 2), corks 
of all kinds, finished (Tariff No. 161), and cork in cubes or 
slightly worked (‘Tariff No. 162) are dutiable at the 5 per 
cent. rate. 





pane (tron): Unfinished hoops are dutiable at the 5 per 
cent. rate. 

Wires and cables: Wire cable (alambres torcidos) is dutiable 
at 5 per cent. when not larger than No. 14. 

Only those wires and cables which are specifically covered 
by Nos. 1556, 1558, and 1561 of the Valuation Tariff shall be 
considered as coming under the 5 per cent. rate, applicable 
to ‘“‘ wire or cables more than 5 mm. in diameter, for electricity, 
etc.”’ 

[| Note.—These Nos. are :— 
more than 5 mm. in drameter, 
other materials (except 


1556 : 
covered with 
lead or silk). 

1558 : The same, 

1561 : Strengthened wire or cables, 
envelope of lead and iron or steel armour. 


Wire or cables of copper, 
cotton, guttapercha, or 


covered with lead. 
underground, 


with interior 


Hand-sewn articles, etc. : Hand-sewn articles and those con- 
taining lace, trimmings, or embroidery, as well as silk fabrics, 
and silk mixtures containing metallic, silver, or gold threads, 
are dutiable in accordance with Articles 17 and 24 of the Tariff 
Law. 

[These Articles are as follows :— 

17. Goods of foreign origin not enumerated in the Tariff 
shall pay the duty established therein for goods of the same 
kind and according to the value in Customs warehouse 
declared by the importer. Should it be impossible to assimi- 
late them to any of the goods comprised in the Tariff, they 
shall be subject to the general duty of 25 per cent. on their 

value in Customs warehouse as declared by the importer. 

24. In the case ‘of articles not specified in the Valuation 
Tariff and in all other cases where an ad valorem duty is 
fixed, the declared value shall include the purchase price at 
the port of shipment, as shown by original invoices, 
increased by freight charges, insurance charges, and other 
usual expenses incurred up to the time of entry of the 
goods in the Customs warehouses at the port of discharge. ] 


: Automobiles, engines, and spare parts for 
25 per cent. rate. 


or plates is dutiable at the 


Automobiles, etc. 
the same are dutiable at the general 2 


Lead: Lead in bars, 
general 25 per cent. rate. 


ingots, 


Goops Sussect to Spreciric DvtTIEs. 


Vegetable oils in general : Edible oils in casks, tins, or bottles 
(Tariff Nos. 100 and 101), and colza, cotton seed, rape seed, 
and sesame seed oils are dutiable at the rate of 5 cts. per 
kilog. applicable to ‘‘ vegetable oils in general.” 

Lupines and dried vegetables in general are duty free. 


Biscuits : Biscuits, dry, of all kinds, and similar products 
(Tariff No. 129), come under the duty of 15 cts. per kilog. 


Dried fruits which are not otherwise specifically provided for 
are dutiable at the rate of 10 cts. per kilog.; sultanas, included 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES— Continued. 





217, are dutiable at the rate of 5 cts. per 
* currants.’’ 


under Tariff No. 
kilog. applicable to 
Flour: Wheat and corn flour, 
(Tariff No. 22) is duty free. 
All other foodstuffs for which no special duty has been 
provided and which are not mentioned in the free list are 
dutiable at the general rate of 25 per cent. 


imported in sacks or barrels 


nails °’ (puntas de 


Nails: Only those known as “ French 
per kilog. 


Paris) are dutiable at the specific rate of 25 

Felts for Hats: All piece felts for men’s and women’s hats 
come under this heading, whether or not they are of wool 
(specific duty, 3 pesos per kilog.). 

White book, etc., paper: White book and writing paper of 
all classes and sizes, including coloured paper not exceeding 
the official size, are dutiable at the specific rate of 3 cts. per 
kilog. ; but papers cut to size for special uses (No. 2609 of 
the V aluation Tariff) are subject to the general duty of 25 per 
cent. 


Free List. 


Those included in Tariff Nos. 4 and 1864- 
1374 are duty free. (‘hese Nos. cover sand and stones imported 
as ballast and destined to municipal works; grindstones, set 
and unset;,tanners’ stones, whetstones, emery stone, oilstones, 
paving stones, street paving, rough road metal, and curb 
stones; limestone (except hydraulic limestone), lithographic 
stones, and stone blocks for building, unwrought. ) 

Machinery in general: The duty free admission prescribed 
for machinery in general, and spare parts thereof, applies to the 
machinery covered by the following Tariff Nos. : 29, Mowers, 


Sand and Stones : 


harvesters, and binders, with or “without engine, and spare 
parts; 30, machinery for extracting tannin; Jl, mining 
machinery; 32, shelling machines, steam, with or without 


engine, and spare parts; 33, threshers, worked by animal or 
steam power, with or without engine, and spare parts; 34, 
sugar refining machinery; 35, cotton gins; 36, marine engines ; 
37, machines for butter making, and spare parts ; 38, accessories 
for cotton spinning and wool combing factories; 1247-9, 
machines of all kinds, and extra parts for same, not specially 
mentioned in the Tariff; 1250, hand sewing machines; 1251-2, 
table or frame sewing machines; 1253, stitehing machines for 
shoe or harness makers; 1257, washing machines; 1263, hand, 
malacate, or belt-driven machines for crushing or husking grain; 
1271, stills, with copper tubes and tin worm; 1272, vine 
sprayers; 1273, fodder pressing machines; and 1277, portable 
engines imported separately. 

The articles included in the following 
considered as apparatus, and are dutiable at the 25 per 
cent. rate: 1254, Wire drawing machines; 1255, machines for 
tenoning wheel spokes; 1256, knife cleaning and sharpening 
machines; 1258, machines for pleating fabrics; 1259, ice 
freezers, worked by hand; 1261, mincing or sausage making 
machines; 1262, machines for cutting ham, cheese, and similar 
commodities; 1264, hand machines for perforating iron, 
weighing up to 100 kilogs.; 1265-6, hand machines (of wood 
or iron) for bottling; and 1267, lawn mowers. The same ruling 
applies to any other kind of machinery not specifically provided 
for in any Tariff number. 

Motors and dynamos: Electric dynamos and motors (Tariff 
No. 1612), of any size or power, are admitted duty free as 
being for industrial use. Those destined for other purposes, 
such as those for polishers, for pianos, for driers, for dentists’ 
use, shall be classed with Tariff No. 1613 (small electric motors 
for fans), and be dutiable at 25 per cent. on the declared value. 


Needles : All needles for sewing, embroidering, and knitting 
are duty free. 


Tariff Nos. are 


Tron and steel tools : Mechanics’ iron and steel tools are duty 


free. 

Music: Printed methods or systems used in the teaching of 
music are classed with ‘‘ Printed Books, etc.,’’ and are in 
consequence duty free. 

Newsprint paper: Common white newsprint paper, in rolls 
or sheets, is duty free when its weight per square metre is 
greater than 45 grammes and less than 70 grammes. (Regula- 
tions are laid down for ensuring that the paper classed under 
this heading is used for the specified purpose—i.e., for news- 
papers. ) 

Machines, etc., for public lighting: The privilege of duty 
free importation accorded to machines and mains for the 
installation of public lighting, by gas or electricity, applies 
not only to those used to provide light in streets, squares, and 
other public places, but also to those which are used for 
providing light to individuals. 





BELGIUM. 


INCREASED CONSUMPTION DUTY ON 
NATIVE SPIRITS. 
The ‘‘ Moniteur Belge” for 28th March contains a 
Law, dated 25th March, which increases the consumption 
duty on native spirits, as from lst February, to 1 franc 
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per litre of spirit of a strength of 50 degs. by the Gay- 
Lussac alcoholometer at 15 deg. C. This increase does not 
affect the duties levied on imported spirits. 





FRANCE, 
EXPORT OF RAGS. 


The French ‘‘ Journal Officiel ’’ for 2nd April contains 
a Notice of the Ministry of Finance intimating that a 
licence will be required for the export from France of 
dark Vichy cotton rags and of dark cotton rags mixed 
with waste pieces from sorting. The export of rags known 
as mixed—i.e., those composed in varying proportions of 
cotton, ‘‘ toile,’’ wool, and semi-wool rags—is prohibited. 








REGULATIONS RESPECTING THE SALE, 
MARKING, ETC., OF MILK, MILK 
PRODUCTS, AND VINEGAR. 


The French ‘‘ Journal Officiel ’’ for 30th March contains 
a Presidential Decree, dated 25th March, laying down 
regulations to prevent fraud in the sale of milk and milk 
products in France. The Decree covers milk (including 
skimmed milk), condensed milk (skimmed or not), evapo- 
rated milk (skimmed or not), casein, cream, butter (salted 
or fresh), cheese, and rennet. Certain of the provisions 
of the Decree, in particular those relating to condensed 
and evaporated milk, are not to be enforced for six 
months. 

A further Presidential Decree, dated 28th March, and 
published in the same ‘issue of the ‘‘ Journal Officiel,’’ 
restricts the application of the terms ‘‘ wine vinegar,”’ 
‘‘ cider vinegar,’”’ and ‘‘ beer vinegar ’”’ to vinegar manu- 
factured in a specified manner. The Decree also provides 
for the marking of the strength of acetic acid on vinegar, 
but this requirement will not come into operation for six 
n onths. 

The text of the above Decrees (in French) may be 
consulted by persons interested on application to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, S.W.1. 





ITALY. 


REVISION OF OFFICIAL VALUATIONS OF 
ESSENTIAL OILS, SYNTHETIC PERFUMES, 
ALKALOIDS, ETC. 


Under the provisions of the Italian Customs Tariff, the 
essential oils, synthetic perfumes, alkaloids, and alkaloid 
salts classified under Tariff Nos. 658 a (5), 658 b, 661, and 
767 are dutiable at the rate of 15 per cent. of their official 
valuation, the valuations to which this duty is applied 
being fixed periodically by the Minister of Finance. 
Revised valuations have been prescribed, with effect from 
29th March, by a Ministerial Decree, dated 14th March. 
and published in the ‘‘ Gazzetta Ufficiale ’’ for 20th March, 
and the revised valuations fixed by this Decree are noted 
below, together with an indication of the valuation 
previously ruling, for purposes of comparison. The new 
valuations are, for the most part, lower than those formerly 
in force, but increased valuations have been fixed in a 
number of cases, particularly in regard to drugs. 


TarirF No. 658 a (5). 


Essential oils and essences, not terpeneless, not elsewhere 
mentioned in the Tariff. 











Official Valuation in lire 
(gold) per kilog. 











Former. Revised. 
Essential oil of : 

Musk seed _ on sain ia 875 490 
Angelica sae i me aes 300 280 
Common aniseed son ae jal 8 7°70 
Star aniseed (badian) _ aon n.s. 6 
Cajuput sone _ noe oe n.8. 9 
Calamus ioe = sae Sis 15 18 
Camomile ele ned ia = 350 390 
Cananga — a = Fes n.s. 28 
Ceylon cinnamon ... ae so 18 x 98 
Chinese cinnamon ... ine ioe 1 9 1 35 
Cardamom ... sae he re. 185 115 
Caraway bes _ _ bee 30 70 
Citronella a ie sie a 8 10 
Cumin ‘ ; 75 120 





= 
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—. 


| Official Valuation in lire 
(gold) per kilog. 

















Former. Revised. 
Eucalyptus ... oe vee nee 6 4-50 
Fennel ; ios ~_ me 18 12 
Geranium ... _ one - 75 100 
Juniper _ 20s ove pe 20 13 
Sacred laure! we — ae 20 40) 
Cherry bay ... eee 290 290 35 19 
Lavender ... _ es _ 50 . 40 
Cedar wood ... noe se _ 5-50 4 
Rosewood ... ms oes _ 95 95 
East Indies sandal wood ... _ 70 
West Indies sandal wood one } _ | 20 
Sassafras : 15 15 
Lemon grass oes 268 _ 11 9 
Linaloe vi _ ben we | 25 28 
Mace nai tie _ owe 25 20 
Marjorum _... - _ vor 25 18 
Bay _ _ eee _ n.8. 35 
Myrtle... se Wwe see _ 35 24 
Neroli — iw sa soe 950 650 
Nutmeg " rv nea _ 25 18 
Opoponax ... ie on — 120 110 
Origanum ... _ we _ 18 12 
Patchouli... i ses — 125 80 
Periwinkle _... -_ ese v0 35 30 
Petitgrain ee _ ie 40 32 
Rosemary ... _ _ ves 6 6 
Sage ... bes — ion we 20 18 
Mustard se “ee _ ioe 40 45 
Spikenard _... nih _ on 1} 9-50 
Thyme ‘ie ie se al 16 9-50 
Vetivert sen vee se ve 90 80 
Ylang-ylang ... -_ oes _ 115 90 
Ginger v0 a _ o6e 45 70 
Other kinds ... _ ee eon 120 According to 


the invoice 














- value. 
TarirF No. 658 b. 
Terpeneless oils and essences, 

Essential oil of : | | 
Common aniseed _... oe one. | 25 23 
Star aniseed (badian) _ soe I 12 9 
Bitter orange — _ — 900 600 
Sweet orange wie = —s 925 900 
Bergamot ... — ee a 7 112 80 
Ceylon cinnamon _... vee |} 209 120 
Chinese cinnamon ... vii ae 75 
Citron oe ses ie 18 375 120 
Citronella _.... _ wi — 25 20 
Fennel p00 _ one ose | 38 20 
Carnation... wes _ nef 42 35 
Geranium ... vos ee ooo | 200 160 
Lavender ee ‘os _ we | 100 120 
Lemongrass | 30 60 
Lemon | 150 108 
Linaloe | ae 55 
Mandarin oranges | 2,120 2,300 
Peppermint _ _ ese 75 90 
Bay 200 eee e08 on’ n.s. 80 
Neroli | 8,500 1,600 
Petitgrain | 125 55 
Roses ... | 3,230 2,900 
Rosemary | 20 18 


| 400 According to 
the invoice 
value. 


Other kinds 





TarirF No. 661. 


Synthetic perfumes and constituents of essences not 
specified in the Tariff. 


Synthetic essence of : 


Acacia... aa cag bie a 125 80 
Amber oe on ‘eal am 100 60 
Bergamot _... bee son one n.s. 12 
Cassia a ave sais _ n.s. 105 
Jasmine ; 26s tbe -_ 150 | 135 
Geranium _— at _ a 25 | 25 
Lilac se - ses n.s. 65 
Mimosa bus wd wes = 125 115 
Lily of the valley _... ves o00 n.8. 90 
Neroli aa oe _ _ 175 | 160 
Opoponax ... eee ves one | n.s. 90 
Mignonette ... mn “ on n.s. 160 
Roses shin ia oe sie 200 200 
Sassafras ok ik - we n.8. 10 
‘ Tiglio ’’ (linden tree) ss a n.8. | 80 
Tuberose aes sie oak cael n.8. | 115 
Violet aan i wn sale ol 200 | 200 
Ylang-ylang ... BaD he ma n.s. | 75 


Aprit 10, 1924. 
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4-50 
12 
100 
13 
40) 
19 
40 
4 
95 
70 
20 
15 
9 
28 
20 
18 
35 
24 
150 
18 
10 
12 
80 
30 
32 
6 
18 
45 
9-50 
9-50 
30 
0 
0) 
ing to 
invoice 
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' Official Valuation in lire 
(gold) per kilog. 








Former. Revised. 
Acetate of : . | | 
Benzy! see sa oe oes 8 7 
Bornyl io — vee oa n.S. 20 
Gerany! se bis ~ ve 45 35 
Linaly]l _ ses dh ve 65 45 
Terpenyl po ef n.s. 9-50 
Acetophenone and pheny lacetic acid n.s. 16 
Benzylic alcohol oe toe 0 10 6 
Cinnamic alcohol io sas ve 100 50 
Phenylethylic alcohol ... 7 o00 50 35 
Anisic aldehyde ei _ tes 38 | 30 
Cinnamic aldehyde _... “os _— 25 17 
Phenylacetic aldehyde sie aoe | n.s. 60 
Anethol one nee eee 12 6 
Anthranilate of methyl “9s ead 20 22 
Apiole ... - oes ees oes n.s. 38 
Benzoate of benzyl tee ioe | 10 9 
Benzoates of ethyl and methyl — n.s. 10 
Benzoate of isobutyl ... vee se n.s. | 30 
Borneo] ... _ a va _ n.s. 18 
Bromostyro! ... ai wna a n.s. 20 
Carvene oes oo eee coe | n.s. | 5 
Carvol ine n.s. | 145 
Cinnamate of ethyl and benzyl _ n.s. 16 
Cinnamein eos eee ose ove n.s. 40 
Citral ... eos ae _ 38 | 28 
Citronellal in wi i. nccaidia n.s. . 30 
Citronellol ine _ ue me 50 50 
Coumarin — ve a es 30 40 
Diphenylmethane _ _ ons n.s. 7 
Heliotropin bbe wee has ihe 22 20 
Diphenylic ether ane ~ _ 6 10 
Eucalyptol “ne a _ sine 10 10 
Eugenol avi 40 30 
Phenylacetate of ethyl ‘and methyl ps n.s. 26 
Geraniol ie si was 35 22 
Citronellal “ idrossi” ... vive _ n.s. 75 
Indole... ina on vies ve n.s. 490 
lonone ... ots e soe ete 90 60 
Tsoeugenol sin ae ae ~— 60 40 
Linalol ... sas in _ red 55 | 35 
Menthol . _ ~_ vee iin 70 70 
Me thylparac resol ten see eve n.s. | 15 
Methylacetophenone ... ae ian. n.s. 22 
Methyleptenone oe _ a n.s. 7-50 
Myrtol ... pa dei pe oe N.S. | 28 
Xylene musk ... — pai soe | \ 80 } 28 
Ketone musk ... oe _ bes 100 
Nerolin 8 * 8 
Oxide of phenyl—See Diphe nylic ether | 
Safrol ... ; ane ioe oée 8 8 
Salicylate of amyl a er Kei 12 10 
Salicylate of methyl 6 8 
Terpineol 5 7 
Thymine _ = ane we n.s. 4 
Thymol ... ” a ben ove | 55 35 
Vanillin one we on a 100 35 
Yara-yara aie nae wes oe) n.s. 8 
Other synthetic —— (artificial | ) According to 
essences) ; aaa ved 120 r the invoice 
Other constituents of essences Hae 40 Jj. value. 


TarirF No. 767. 


Alkaloids and their salts, not specified in the Tariff (includ- 
ing glucosides and active and bitter principles assimilated 
by the tory Index to alkaloids). 





Ac onitine and its ealte . as wo. | Boo 1,700 
Agaricine (active princ iple) hee at 50 40 

Agurine—See Theobromine' sodium | 

acetate | | 

Aloin (bitter principle) oe oes | 20 | 13 
Apomorphine hydrochlorate ... a 750 1,100 
Arecoline hydrobromide indi wie J n.s. 1,100 
Arecoline hy drochlorate ef n.s. 1,250 
Atropine ‘ evs 600 530 
Atropine salic -ylate eae oes _ n.s. 475 
Atropine sulphate ws | 550 425 

Benzamine—See Eucaine | 
Berberine and its salts wee a 300 | 230 
Brucine ... ‘ioe wii Keil I 75 45 
Brucine, salts of | 65 35 

Caffeine and its salts (e xcept ‘valeria- 

nate) . ‘ don 38 or 40 23 
Caffeine valerianate vail wee a n.8. 43 
Cantharidin (active principle) 3,750 3,700 
Capsicine 225 40 
Cocaine ... ™ 450 560 
Cocaine hydroc hlorate 400 500 
Codeine ... ‘ dee __ ove | 475 830 
320 590 


Codeine phosphate ves pee owe | 
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| Official Valuation in lire 
(gold) per kilog. 

















Former. Revised. 

Codeine hydrochlorate and sulphate 375 | 620 
Colchicine and its salts 2,025 or 2,050 =. 2,480 
Cotarnine and its salts 250 250 
Diacetylmorphine and its salts 500 780 
Digitaline (active principle) 28,500 22,000 
Dionine—See Ethylmorphine hydro- 

chlorate 

salicylate 
Emetine ; , biel sas n.s. 2,800 
Emetine hy drobromide n.s. ( 1,590 
Emetine hydrochlorate ” 2,000 1,700 
Heroin—See Diacetylmorphine and 

its salts 
Eserine ‘ 2,500 2,170 
Eserine, salts of 1,950 1,500 
Ethylmorphine hydrochlorate_ 620 850 
Eucaine and its salts ... ies oe n.s. 280 
Euonimine (glucoside) a one 55 48 
Hyoscyamine 1,620 1,300 
Hyoscyamine, salts of 1,600 1,100 
Hyoscine and its salts one wea N.S. 1,650 
Hydrastine and its salts 4,025 3,600 
Hydrastinine aie row eae n.s. 4,500 
Hydrastinine hy drochlorate 6,500 2,400 
Ioimbine hydrochlorate 2,000 600 
Morphine ' 370 700 
Morphine, salts of 290 or 295 600 
Narceine and its salts 800 750 
Homatropine 2,350 1,520 
Homatropine, salts of . 2,000 1,080 
Papaverine and its salts oni 135 100 
Pelletterine ose so oat ona 2,500 2,100 
Pelletterine sulphate 2,200 2,000 
Pelletterine tannate 500 480 
Pilocarpine ° 1,250 620 
Pilocarpine, salts of “— --- | 760 or 725 430 
Salicin (glucoside) —_ sig ons 50 30 
Saponin (glucoside)... ome one 60 40 
Scopolamine and its salts oie 1,600 1,500 
Solanine , 1,050 1,350 
Solanine hy drochlorate | 1,200 1,750 
Sparteine - coe , 259 180 
Sparteine sulphate _ 75 40) 
Stipticine and stiptol—See Cotarnine 

and its salts 

Strychnine and its salts + 200 to 300 120 
Theobromine ... ies soe 40 29 
Theobromine soda acetate int n.s. 22 
Theobromine soda salicylate wwe 35 24 
Theocine (dimethylxanthin) and _ its 

salts ... ; vies soe n.s. 23 
Tropococaine hy drochlorate 1,000 725 
Veratrine and its salts 225 160 
Others 1,500 According to 

the invoice 
value. 
DUTY FREE IMPORTATION OF CERTAIN 
MINING MACHINERY, ETC. 


The ‘‘ Gazzetta Ufficiale ’’ (Rome) for 20th March con- 
tains a Decree Law, dated 26th February, which provides 
for the duty-free admission into Italy, for a period of 
five years, of machinery and parts of machinery, metallic 
materials, explosives, and detonators to be used in the 
coal mines of Istria. 

Decisions as to the products which will be accorded free 
entry for this purpose are to be given as occasion arises 
by the Ministers of National Economy and of Finance, 
who are to issue rules for the execution of the Decree. 


PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 


H.M. Commercial Secretary at Rome reports, by tele- 
graph, that the price fixed, for the period 6th April to 
12th April, for certificates for the payment of Customs 
duties is 442 lire per 100 lire gold—i.e., the surcharge 
when duties are paid in paper is 342 per cent. 


[The price of certificates for the previous week was 449 
lire per 100 lire gold. ] 








JAPAN, 


DUTY-FREE IMPORTATION OF RICE. 
H.M. Representative at Tokio reports that the import 


duty on rice imported into Japan has been suspended for 
a further period of four months until 3lst July. 
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MARTINIQUE AND GUADELOUPE 
(FRENCH WEST INDIES). 


DUTIES ON TINPLATE OIL CONTAINERS. 

The ‘‘ Journal Officiel ’’ (Paris) for 3rd April contains 
two Presidential Decrees, dated 26th March, relating to 
the Tariff treatment in Martinique and Guadeloupe of 
tinplate containers of imported oil. 

The Decree relating to Martinique lays down a uniform 
import duty of 98 francs per 100 kilogs. to be applied to 
cans (bidons) of tinplate imported from any foreign 
country into Martinique filled with petroleum’ or 
petrol (spirit). (This duty replaces the former duties 
of 95°20 frs. per 100 kilogs.* under the ‘‘ Minimum ”’ Tariff 
and 380°80 frs. per 100 kilogs under the ‘‘ General ”’ 
Tariff*). 

The Decree relating to Guadeloupe provides that cans 
(bidons or estagnons) of tinplate imported from any foreign 
country into Guadeloupe filled with petroleum or petrol 
(spirit) are to be dutiable at the duty fixed in the 
‘‘ Minimum ”’ Tariff, plus ‘‘ coefficient.’’ (This involves 
the uniform application of the duty of 95°20 frs. per 
100 kilogs.* to such receptacles imported from any foreign 
country. The former ‘‘ General’’ Tariff duty was four 
times this amount.) 

*This rate is that applicable to all articles of sheet iron (not 
specially mentioned in the Tariff) ‘‘ emaillés-unis, étamés.’’ 


MEXICO. 


STAMP TAX ON ALCOHOL AND MINERAL 
WATERS. 

Various Presidential Decrees have been issued recently 
to regulate the stamp tax imposed in Mexico on alcohol 
and mineral waters produced in the country. These 
Decrees provide that a corresponding stamp tax is to be 
levied on similar goods imported into Mexico, and the tax 
on imported goods is fixed at the following percentages of 
the import duties, viz. :— 

Alcohol, liqueurs, and other alcoholic 














PIOGEIG cece csscrtssenseserenvecsoccoteses 75 per cent. 
Wines made from grapes.............ss00 70 per cent. 
TUR disdinuideumecmusnitiucmeiedmmdunniinniaian 80 per cent. 
Mineral and aerated waters............ 30 per cent. 





ROUMANIA. 


EXPORT DUTIES MODIFIED. 

The ‘‘ Monitor Oficial’’ of 18th March contains a 
Decree, dated 15th March, and effective on 24th March, 
which fixes the export duties on the following articles as 
shown below :— 





Rate of export 








duty. 
Lei. 
Linseed, sianeitibiaa rapeseed and sunflower seed | per wagon. 
oils ... : swe _ vos oe 30,000 
Linseed and he 1m psee d - , 30,000 
Skins of deer, chamois, hare, rabbits of all species, per kllog. 
raccoon, opossum and musk rat on 40 


Skins of bear, wolf, badger, marmot, red and white 

fox, otter, squirrel, wild cat, Russian hare, 

Caracul, mink, wallaby, astrakhan (except 

broad-tail), Siberian wolf, black bear, beaver, 

karakul, nutria, swan, pelican, and all other birds 

with plumage used as fur, and all kinds of un- 

specified furs a eee 0s vee io 60 
Astrakhan broad-tail, blue and black fox, seal, 

stone marten, ermine, chinchilla, Kamchatkan, 


otter and Russian and Canadian sable i 100 
per 100 kilogs. 
Dolls ... — ses oe bes ewe von 5 
per kilog. 
Table fowl (killed) ... hive ~ we eee 35 
Extracts of medicinal plants soe hes vii 1 
per wagon. 
Plates of ‘‘ eternit ” (Building material for roofs) ... 1,000 
Gypsum (raw, unburned)... * 1,500 
Starch powder from cereals, starch, dextrine and 
shoemaker’s glue from w whet or potato flour ... 25,000 








All these goods : are exe! empt from Commission Tax. 

The duties on linseed and hemp seed, oils, starch, 
dextrime, etc., are to be collected in strong valuta calcu- 
lated in sterling. For other goods the duties are to be 
collected in lei. 
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SPAIN. 


EXPORT DUTY ON OLIVE OIL. 
The ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid’’ for 2nd April contains a 
Royal Order, dated 3lst March, which provides that the 
duty on olive oil exported from Spain during April is to 


be 10 pesetas per 100 kilogs. 
(The export duty for March was 20 pesetas per 100 
kilogs. | 








UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS, 





NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF. 

H.M. Representative at Moscow has forwarded trausla- 
tion of Groups 1 to 4 of the new Customs Tariff of the 
Soviet Union, approved by the Council of People’s Com- 
missaries on 8th January. Translation of the remainder 
of the Tariff will be forwarded in due course. 

Particulars of the new Tariff classification and rates 
of duty on goods comprised in Groups 1-4—foodstuffs, 
animals, animal products and manufactures. thereof; 
timber, wooden ware and basket ware; plants and seeds ; 
and ceramic materials and wares—may be obtained by 
persons interested on application to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 





‘FLEXIBLE TARIFF ” PROVISIONS: 
INCREASED DUTY ON WHEAT, ETC. 

Section 315 of the United States Tariff Act, 1922, 
provides, inter alia,-that whenever the President, upon 
investigation of the differences in the costs of production 
of articles produced in the United States and of like 
articles produced in competing foreign countries, shall find 
it shown that the duty fixed in the Tariff does not equalise 
these differences in costs of production in the United 
States and the principal competing country, he shall 
ascertain such differences and determine and proclaim 
the changes in classification or increases or decreases in 
rates of duty provided for in the Tariff necessary to 
equalise the same. 

In virtue of this Section, an investigation has been 
made into the costs of production, etc., of wheat and 
wheat products (paragraphs 729 and 730 of the Tariff), and 
it has been found that the principal competing country is 
the Dominion of Canada, and that the existing import 
duties do not equalise the differences in the costs of 
production in the United States and Canada. 

The President of the United States has therefore issued 
a Proclamation, dated 7th March, modifying the import 
duties on wheat and wheat products as follows :— 


On wheat the duty is increased from 30 cents to 42 cents 
per bushel of 60 Ib. 


On wheat flour, semolina, crushed or cracked wheat, and 
similar wheat products not specially provided for in 
the Tariff, the duty is increased from 78 cents to 
| doilar 4 cents per 100 Ib. 


On bran, shorts, and by-product feeds obtained in milling 
wheat the duty is decreased from 15 per cent. to 
71 per cent. ad valorem. 





URUGUAY. 


MODIFICATION OF CUSTOMS TARIFF, 

With reference to previous notices under the above 
heading, i+ should be noted that revised valuations have 
recently been published in respect of motor-cars and parts 
and accessories therefor, drugs and chemical products and 
stationery, etc. The ‘“ Diario Oficial ’’ of Uruguay for 
23rd February contains certain modifications in the valua- 
tions already published for footwear and leather goods. 


Particulars of the valuations and duties applicable to 
the above or any other articles on importation into 
Uruguay may be obtained on application to the Department 
of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. 
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Proposed Tariff Changes. 


TURKEY. 


PROPOSED STATE MONOPOLY OF 
ALCOHOLIC LIQUORS. 


H.M. Commercial Secretary at Constantinople reports 
that a Bill for the establishment of a State monopoly 
of alcoholic liquors has been drawn up by the Ministry 
of Finance, and will shortly be submitted for the approval 
of the Assembly. It is proposed that the importation of 
spirits and other alcoholic drinks shall be restricted and 
allowed only under permit issued by the monopoly service, 
the bandrole of which must be affixed to all foreign wines 
and spirits imported. 

The consumption of alcoholic drinks in hotels, cafés, 
and other public places is to be permitted during prescribed 
hours, but the manufacture of wine, together with its sale 
and export, is to be subjected to no restrictions. 











mt 


Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


POSTAL SECTION. 
PARCEL POST TO CUBA. 


The rates of postage which the Postmaster-General has 
directed to be charged on outgoing parcels addressed to 
the under-mentioned country by the route specified are 
as follows :— 











| | Rates of Postage on each 


eo | Parcel not exceeding 


| 2lb. 3b. | 7 1b. /11)b. 


2. a(a dia dis. d: 
- | Germany... | 3 3/4 6 4 6/;5 QO 


Place of Destination. 





Cuba 


PARCEL POST TO TUNIS. 


The rates of postage which the Postmaster-General has 
directed to be charged in place of rates previously pub- 
lished on outgoing parcels addressed: to the under- 
mentioned country by the route specified are as follows :— 








| 


Rates of Postage on each 
Parcel not exceeding 


Place of Destination, Route. - 

2 Ib. | 31b. | 7]b. | 11 1b. 

| s. d.| 8s. d,| 8. d. s. d. 

Tunis .. | France ...'/2 6/3 9/8 9/4 0 





GENERAL SECTION. 


NON-FERROUS METAL INDUSTRY ACT: 
LICENCES. 

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with Section 1, 
Sub-section 7, of the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act, 
1918 (7 and 8 Geo. 5, Ch. 67), and No. 11 of the Statutory 
Rules and Orders No, 265, of 1918 (Non-Ferrous Meta! 
Industry), that licences under the Non-Ferrous Metal 
Industry Act have been granted by the Board of Trade 
to the under-mentioned companies, firms, or individuals : — 


Hillis Bros. and Company, Limited, 37, Walbrook, 
London, E.C.4. 

Laband, Curt, 27, Queen Victoria Street, London, 
i.C.4. 

Mariner, William John, 98, Crawley Road, Luton. 

Stapley, Harrison and Watson, Limited, Moorgate 
Station Chambers, London, E.C.2. 

Whiteaway and Company, E., Chiswell Street, Fins- 
bury, London, E.C.1, 


SHIPPING CASUALTIES: REPORTS OF 
FORMAL INVESTIGATIONS. 


The Board of Trade hereby gives notice under the 
General Rules for Formal Investigations into Shipping 
Casualties and Appeals and Re-hearings, 1923, that it 
has received during the month of March, 1924, the 














GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—Continued. 





following Reports of Formal Investigations into Shipping 


Casualties 


held by Courts 


in British Self-Governing 


Dominions, Crown Colonies, and Possessions abroad :— 


1. s.s. ‘‘ Bodalla.”’ 
2. s.s. ‘‘ Mary Horlock.”’ 





PATENTS AND DESIGNS ACTS, 1907 AND 
1919. 

LAIcENCES OF Riaur. 

Notice is hereby given that, by virtue of the provisions 


of Section 24 of the Acts, the under-mentioned patents were 
endorsed ‘‘ Licences of Right ’”’ on Ist August, 1924:— 


No. and Year 






































15499/12 , a improvements in haymaking ma- 
chines.” 

117,496 > Bamford, J. ~ | ‘An improvement in or connected 

(10431/17) with side delivery hay rakes and 
swath turners.”’ 

23374/13 T en in side delivery hay 
rakes.” 

16459/14 ‘Improvements in combined side 
delivery hay rakes, tedders and 
swath turners.”’ 

10072/15 ** Improvements in and connected with 
side delivery hay raking machines.’’ 

113,117 ““ Improvements in and connected with 
(325/17) side delivery hay rakes, and swath 

>Bamford, J., and turners.”’ 

164,484 anr, **Improvements in or connected with 
(6952/20) internal combustion engines.” 

176,151 ‘“‘Improvements in haymaking and 
(34471/20) thistle cutting machines.” 

176,492 “Improvements in side delivery hay 
34472 /20) raking machines, swath turners 

and tedders.”’ 

185,882 “Improvements in or connected with 
(17671/21) 4 hay loaders.”’ 

453/15 Soc. de Construc- ** Improvements in and connected with 

tion et a’Entre- windows for vehicles.” 
tien de Materiel 
Roulant. 

5773/15 ) fr ‘**Improved means for clamping or 
chucking metal and like stock.” 

118,304 ** Improvements in or relating to ring 
(11383/17) and the like casting machines.” 

135,249 +Oubridge, W. A. < | “‘ Animproved method of manufacture 
(18176/18) of piston rings.” 

176,548 “Improvements in or relating to 
(35792/20) J L self-closing oil-cups.”’ 

136,707 Oubridge, W. A. *‘Improvements in or relating to 
(3668/19) rotary casting machine moulds.” 
140,471 7 f\ “Improvements in connecting, rod 
(8282/20) , arrangements for radial cylinder 

| explosion motors.”” 

149,976 “Improvements in connecting rod 
(22899 /20) Soc. des Moteurs arrangements for radial cylinder 
(Patent of > Salmson (Sys-< explosion motors.” 

Addition) teme Canton- 

140,783 Unne, ‘“‘Improvements in valve gear for 
(8601/20) radial cylinder explosion motors.”’ 
178,835 “Improvements in wood slicing ma- 

(10711/22) { 4 chines.” 

154,187 Tschudy, W. ‘“‘Improvements in and relating to 
(31674/20) mercury vapour and like rectifiers.’’ 

162,282 Titcomb, G. E. ‘* Apparatus for freight transference.” 
(11858 /21) ae 

166,998 Marks, HE. C. R. ‘‘ Improvements in antifriction roller 
(11908/20) _ (Nordiska Kulla bearings with cylindrical or spherical 

gers Forsaljnings raceways.” 
A ktiebolag). 

193,026 Polyphonwerke ‘‘Improvements in sound boxes for 

2804/23) Akt. Ges. talking machines and the like.” 


W. Tempe FRANKS, 


The Patent Office. 
Comptroller-General. 





ee ae 


Commercial Returns. 


CORN PRICES. 


Statement showing the average price of British Corn per cwt. of 
112 Imperial Pounds,* as received from the Inspectors of Corn 
Returns in the week ended 5th April, 1924, pursuant to 
the Corn Returns Act, 1882, and the Corn Sales Act, 1921 :— 





Average Price per cwt. 


—_ 




















Wheat. | Barley. Oats. 
sek BR s da. | s. d. 
Week ended 5th April, 1924 | 3 Cap Bus 9 7 
Corresponding week in— | | 
1916) cx sn ‘ia wa. 4.4% or} 6 7 
Gear Tere Sai? 10 11 
1916... one one ood, Bs 14 10 ll 0 
— fC gd Mee’ een 20 6 
1918 ... oe oes wh te tt ms 16 11 
1919... ae she wk ee | 17 6 16 10 
1920... oe see ie | See 6 19 9 
i ore 37 | 12:9 
1922... eee oes as 2 0 11 5 | 10:6 
a oe 8 4 9 9 


1923 Re art 


Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, as amended by Section (2) of 

Corn Sales Act, 1921, provides that in the weekly summary of quantities 

rices each sort of British corn shall be communes with reference to the 
weight of one hundred and twelve imperial standard pounds. 
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Openings for British Trade. 


[NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 
—British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
‘‘ Openings for Trade”’ by applying to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, and quoting the specific reference number 
and country. 

In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions on 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
to the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1.] 


Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


UNITED KINGDOM, 
TENDERS INVITED. 


DEMOLITION OF MUCKING LIGHTHOUSE, RIVER 
THAMES.—The Corporation of Trinity House invite tenders 
for the demolition of the Tower and Footbridge at Mucking 
Lighthouse, River Thames. 

Forms of tender, with all necessary information, may be 
obtained on application to Trinity House, Tower Hill, London, 
E.C.3, between the hours of 10.30 a.m. and 4.30 p.m. ; 

No tender will be considered that is not made on the 
prescribed form. 

Tenders in sealed envelopes, marked outside ‘‘ Tender for 
Demolition of Mucking Lighthouse,’’ are to be addressed to 
the Secretary and delivered at Trinity House not later than 
10 a.m. on Tuesday, 29th April, 1924. 

The Corporation do not bind themselves to accept the 
icwest or any tender. 














AUSTRALIA. 


ENQUIRIES AT OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER 
FOR AUSTRALIA. 


The following enquiries have been received at the Office of 
the High Commissioner for Australia, Australia House, Strand, 
London, W.C.2 :— 


FANCY GOODS, INCLUDING BRUSH AND TOILET 
WARE, ETC., HOSIERY AND MANCHESTER GOODS.— 
A buying representative of a Melbourne firm of importers 
and merchants is at present in London, and is anxious to 
get into touch with manufacturers and suppliers of fancy 
goods, including brush ware, toilet ware, etc., and also of 
hosiery and Manchester goods. Replies should he addressed, 
in the first instance, to the Official Secretary, Commercial 
Bureau, Australia House, London, W.C.2., quoting reference 
No. 412/7/1/1/224. 

ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT, INCLUDING HOUSE- 
HOLD RADIATORS, IRONS, KETTLES, ETC.—A repre- 
sentative of an electrical engineer of Perth is at present 
visiting this country, and is desirous of obtaining agencies 
for all electrical equipment, including household radiators, 
irons, kettles, etc., and other electrical goods suitable for the 
Australian market. Replies should be addressed, in the first 
instance, to the Official Secretary, Commercial Bureau, 
Australia House, Strand, London, W.C.2., quoting reference 
412/7/1/1/225. 

MANUFACTURED GOODS SUITABLE FOR THE 
AUSTRALIAN MARKET.—A Melbourne’ manufacturers’ 
representative is at present visiting this country, and is desirous 
of obtaining agencies for British manufactured goods suitable 
for the Australian market. Replies should be addressed, in 
the first instance, to the Official Secretary, Commercial Bureau, 
a House, Strand, W.C.2, quoting reference 412/7/1/1/ 





BRITISH INDIA. 
TENDERS INVITED. 
ALUMINIUM INGOTS AND FLANNEL.—The Director- 


General, India Store Department, Branch No. 10, Belvedere 
Road, Lambeth, 8.E.1, requires— 


SpE EEMIIED 5... ccnccnvonccsencecosense Ib. 20,000 
2. Flannel, silver grey : 
RE SR eee yds. 28,000 
EE bididnsillin cdscechuitiilecisbaiiotiaen yds. 223,000 


Tenders are due on 25th April, 1924. 
Tender forms are available on application to the Director- 
General at the above address. 





CANADA. 


SUITINGS, OVERCOATINGS.—A well-established firm of 
manufacturers’ agents in Montreal, who already hold several 
British agencies, including one for cheap Yorkshire tweeds, 
desire to secure the representation of British manufacturers of 
fancy worsted suitings, high-class botany and standard serges, 
and Scotch overcoatings. (Reference No. 395.) 








Aprit 10, 1924. 








OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 





WOOLLEN PIECE-GOODS, WOOLLEN BLANKETS.—A 
well-recommended manufacturers’ agent in Winnipeg, with 17 
years’ experience as sales manager and travelling salesman to 
a wholesale dry goods firm, and for the last three years repre- 
senting British manufacturers of cotton piece-goods, towels, 
etc., desires to secure the representation, on a commission basis, 
for Western Canada (Port Arthur, Ontario, to Victoria, British 
Columbia), of British manufacturers of woollen piece-goods 
(particularly flannels) and woollen blankets. (Reference No. 
396. 

CONTRACTORS’ PLANT, RAILWAY SUPPLIES, ROAD 
BUILDING MACHINERY, ETC.—A firm in Toronto, with 
established connections in the trade, desires to secure the repre- 
sentation, on a commission, sales, or consignment basis, for 
the whole of Canada, of British manufacturers of contractors’ 
cars, mining cars and plant, railway track tools, tractors, 
gasoline and electric locomotives, cast iron water pipe, light 
rails, switches (American Society of Civil Engineers’ Section), 
road building machinery, railway supplies, flint pebbles, and 
steel balls for crushing. (Reference No. 397.) 

WIRE NAILS.—A communication has been received from 
the Office of H.M. Trade Commissioner at. Vancouver reporting 
that a large local departmental stores are desirous of ascertain- 
ing whether there is any possibility of their being able to 
obtain their requirements in respect of wire nails from 
the United Kingdom at competitive figures. 

British firms desirous of receiving the name of the applicants, 
together with further particulars of the enquiry, should apply 
to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, S.W.1. Reference D.O.T. 13386/E.D./E.C./2.) 


TENDERS INVITED. 


CENTRIFUGAL PUMP AND STEAM TURBINE 
CONTRACT No. 45.—H.M. Trade Commissioner at Toronto 
reports that the City of Toronto Department of Works is 
inviting tenders for the supply, delivery, and erection at the 
High Level Pumping Station, Toronto, of one 25 million 
imperial gallon centrifugal pump and steam turbine. 

Tenders were already requested for this plant in August 
last, but the City Council, it is stated, decided to reject all 
tenders received, owing to some point having been raised as 
to the duty required of the pump in relation to water 
temperatures. 

Sealed tenders should be sent direct to Toronto by registered 
post in time to permit of delivery being made before noon 
on 13th May, 1924, and should be accompanied by a preliminary 
deposit of 24 per cent. of the amount of the tender. 

British firms desirous of receiving further particulars regard- 
ing this call for tenders should apply to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. 
(Reference D.O.T. 11943/E.D./E.C. /2.) 


CAST IRON PIPES.—H.M. Trade Commissioner at Toronto 
reports that the Board of Control, City of Toronto, is inviting 
tenders covering delivery to various points in Toronto for the 
supply of 26 cast iron pipes. 

Tenders must be presented in Toronto not later than noon, 
13th May. 

British firms desirous of receiving further particulars regard- 
ing this call for tenders should apply to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. 
(Reference D.O.T. 13457/E.D./E.C. /2.) 





ENQUIRIES AT OFFICE OF CANADIAN TRADE 
COMMISSIONER. 


The following enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 
73, Basinghali Street, London, E.C.2, where full information 
may be obtained :— 


THRESHING MACHINES.—A Canadian manufacturer of 
threshing machines wishes to get into touch with British 
importers prepared to take up their sale. 

ZINC DROSS AND ZINC ASHES.—An enquiry has-been 
received from Canada for the names of British importers of 
zinc dross and zinc ashes. 

PLYWOOD PANELS AND PLYWOOD BOARDS.—A 
Canadian company who are manufacturers of plywood panels 
from 3/16 inch to 2 inch in maple, birch, oak, walnut, ete., 
of veneered doors, and of plywood boards suitable for a 
variety of purposes, are in a position to.fill export orders 
according to specification, and would be glad to receive 
enquiries from British buyers. 





EAST AND SOUTH AFRICA. 
TRAVELLING REPRESENTATIVE’S SERVICES.—A 


gentleman who has just returned from a tour of East and South 
Africa, including Mauritius, Madagascar, and Zanzibar, on 
behalf of a well-known British manufacturing concern, proposes 
at an early date to proceed upon another tour of this territory, 
and would be prepared to negotiate with houses desiring to 
secure the services of a travelling representative for lines other 
than those of a highly technical character. If desired, his 


— could be shared by two or more firms. (Reference No. 
98.) 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 
TENDERS INVITED. 


COAL ELEVATORS _AND COAL CHUTES—RAND 
WATER BOARD.—H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in South 
Africa reports that the Rand Water Board, Johannesburg, 
are inviting tenders for’ the supply, delivery, and erection at 
the Board’s pumping station at Zwartkopjes of five coal 
elevators and ten coal chutes. (Contract No. 253.) 

Sealed tenders, accompanied by a certified cheque or cash 
deposit for 5 per cent. of the amount of tender, should be 
sent direct to the Secretary, Rand Water Board, Johannesburg, 
before noon on Friday, 9th May, 1924. For tenders over £2,000 
the amount of the cheque need not exceed £100. 

Local representation in South Africa is advisable. British 
firms desirous of receiving further particulars regarding this 
call for tenders should apply to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, S.W.1. (Reference D.O.T. 
13429/E.D./E.C. /2.) 


Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 








EUROPE. 





BELGIUM. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

ARMOURED CABLES.—The Commercial Secretary at 
Brussels reports that the Saint Gilles Municipality are calling 
for tenders to be presented by 9th May for the supply of 
armoured cables. 

A copy of the ‘‘ Cahier des Charges’’ in French may be 
inspected by British firms interested at the Offices of the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Room 52), 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, §8.W.1. (Reference D.O.T. 22576/F.W./C.C./2.) 


> 





CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 

MOTOR-CYCLES.—A firm in Trautenau, Czechoslovakia, 
desires to secure the representation of British manufacturers of 
motor-cycles. (Reference No. 399.) 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Conti nuwed. 





DENMARK. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

ELECTRICALLY DRIVEN GAS PUMP.—The Commercial 
Secretary at Copenhagen reports that the Lighting Department 
of the Copenhagen Municipality are inviting tenders for the 
supply and delivery of one electrically driven gas pump, which 
must be able to pump, in daily use, at least 4,000 cubic metres 
of gas per hour against a pressure of 5 metres column of water. 

Sealed tenders must be presented in Copenhagen before 
12 noon on 25th April, 1924. 

Further particulars regarding this call for tenders may be 
obtained by British firms on application to the Department 
of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. 
(Reference D.O.T. 9051/F.R./E.C. /2.) 





FRANCE. 

ANTHRACITE, BITUMINOUS COAL, AND  BRI- 
QUETTES.—An agent, established at Montrouge (Seine), is 
desirous of obtaining the representation of British firms for 
the sale of anthracite, bituminous coal, and briquettes in 
France. (Reference No. 400.) 

COTTON AND WOOLLEN PIECE-GOODS.—An agent, 
established at Bordeaux, is desirous of obtaining the agency, 
on a commission basis, of Manchester and Bradford firms 
manufacturing cotton and woollen piece-goods (shirtings, 
flannelette, flannel, alpaca, serge, and ‘‘ fancies.’’) (Reference 
No. 401.) 

MOTOR-CAR AND BICYCLE ACCESSORIES AND 
MACHINE TOOLS.—A firm of agents established in Paris 
is desirous of obtaining the representation of British firms for 
the sale in France of motor-car and bicycle accessories and 
machine tools, particularly those of recent or novel design. 
(This is a repetition of a notice which appeared in the 
‘* Journal ’’ of 6th March. (Reference 257.) (Reference No. 
402.) 

MARITIME MATERIALS.—An agent, established at 
Nantes, is desirous of obtaining the representation, on a 
commission basis, of British firms for the sale in Nantes and 
the West of France generally of maritime material, such as 
anchors, chains, cables, ropes, boats, barges, dredgers, engines, 
boilers, and old ships. (Reference No. 403.) 

CLOTHING.—An agent, established in Paris, is desirous of 
obtaining the representation, on a commission basis, of British 








THE MOST MODERN 


AND EFFICIENT METHOD 
OF 


FIRE PROTECTION 


foamite Kreroam 


Used by all the 
leading oil companies 
and installed on the 
World’s largest liners 





APPLIANCES and SYSTEMS 
TO COVER ALL RISKS 


Agents with stocks in all prin. ipal 
countries 


Foamite Firefoam, Ltd., 
65, South Molton St., 
LONDON 














The Port of Basle and the Rhine. 
BRITISH BUYERS AND IMPORTERS 
ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO VISIT THE 


EIGHTH ANNUAL 


SWISS INDUSTRIES FAIR 


WHICH WILL BE HELD AT 


BASLE 


from 17th to 27th May, 1924. 





it will afford them a unique opportunity for obtaining a 

comprehensive idea of Swiss manufactures and becoming 

better acquainted with GENUINE SWISS ARTICLES 
AND PRODUCTS. 


Chemicals and Pharmaceutical Products. Household Utensils, 
Brush, China and Glassware. House Fittings, Furniture, 
Basketwork. Lighting, Heating, Sanitation. Special Articles in 
Wood, Metal, Glass, Cork, Leather, Rubber, etc. Inventions 
and Patents. Office and Shop Fittings, Drawing, Paintinga nd 
Materials for Schools. Advertising Graphic Arts, Publications 
and Packing Materials, Paper and Paper Goods. Musical In- 
strume,.ts, etc. Toys and Articles of Sport. Industrial Arts. 
Watches, Clocks and Jewellery. Textiles and Haberdashery. 
Boots, Shoes, Leather, Celluloid and Fancy Goods. Small 
Machinery and Too's. Transport. Mechanical Instruments and 
Apparatus of Precision. Electrical Industry. Raw Materials. 
Building Materials. Miscellaneous. 


For information, apply to THE ECONOMIC DIVISION OF THE 

SWISS LEGATION, 32, QUEEN ANNE STREET, LONDON, 

W.1, or to THE SWISS BANK CORPORATION, 43, LOTH- 

BURY, LONDON, E.C.2. A Special Conducted Party will be 

arranged by the “ Swiss Observer,’’ 21, Garlick Hill, London, 
E.C. 4, to leave London on Saturday, May 17th. 


l’assengers wishing to travel independently can obtain their tickets and all 

information regarding the journey fr m the Swiss Federa] Rajlways, 118, 

Regent Street, London, 8.W. 1, frcm the nearest office of Messrs. THCS8. 

COOK & , ON (Chief Office, Ludgate Cireus, Londen, E,C.), or from the 
other LEADING TOURIST AGENCIES. 


aan 











ATI one 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE— Continued. 





exporters for the sale in France of cloth of fine quality for 
men’s clothes. (Reference No. 404.) 

COPRA, GROUND NUTS, COFFEE, HORSEHAIR, 
BLUE ROSE RICE, SUGAR, COCOA, AND SULPHATE 
OF COPPER.—An agent, established in Nantes, is desirous of 
obtaining the representation of British firms for the sale in 
France of copra, ground nuts, coffee, horsehair, blue rose rice, 
sugar, cocoa, and sulphate of copper. (Reference No. 405.) 





GREECE. 

MOTOR-CARS.—A Greek commercial agent established in 
Athens desires to represent one or two British manufacturers 
of light motor-cars of good quality. (Reference No. 406.) 





ITALY. 

LEAT HER.—A firm in Milan desires to secure the representa- 
tion (on a commission basis) of British manufacturers of 
suede, motor, and upholstery leather, also bag and case 
leathers. (Reference No. 407.) 

HOSIERY, KNITTED GOODS, LINEN AND COTTON 
CLOTH, VELVETS, SEALSKINS, LINGERIE AND 
HANDKERCHIEF CLOTHS, GLOVES, ETC.—A firm at 
Milan, with head offices at Zurich, desires to secure the 
representation of British manufacturers of the above-mentioned 
articles. (This is a repetition of a notice which appeared in 
the ‘‘Journal’’ of 28th February. Reference No. 232.) 
(Reference No. 408.) 

PRESERVES, MARMALADE, ETC., CHOCOLATES, 
AND SWEETS.—An agent at Milan desires to secure the 
representation of British firms for the sale of the above goods. 
(Reference No. 409.) 





SPAIN. 


MACHINERY, ETC.—A firm of commission agents at 
Bilbao is desirous of representing British manufacturers of 
wood-working machinery, saws, tools, etc., transmission belts, 
pulleys, and transmission fittings and appliances; semi-Diessel 
and gasoline engines; weighing machines. (Reference No. 410.) 





ROUMANIA. 
CONDITIONS OF TENDER. 

SUPPLIES FOR THE ROUMANIAN GENERAL POST 
OFFICE.—The Commercial Secretary at Bucharest has for- 
warded to the Department of Overseas Trade a translation of 
the conditions applicable to all contracts for supplies made 
by the Roumanian General Post Office. 

A copy of these conditions can be obtained by British firms 
interested upon application to the Department, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, 8.W.1. 

The Commercial Secretary remarks that, as a general rule, 
supplies contracted for by the Roumanian Post Office are 
small and of a varied character, and the official calls for 
tenders are not usually issued sufficiently early for firms not 
represented by an agent in Roumania to submit tenders in 
time for adjudication. (Reference D.O.T. 12753/F.E./G.C. /2.) 


Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 





NEAR EAST. 





EGYPT. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

TIN SOLDER.—The Egyptian War Department are calling 
for tenders for tin solder. 

Tenders are due on 23rd April, and to remain open for 
acceptance until 24th April, 1924. 

Particulars can be obtained from the Inspecting Engineer, 
Egyptian and Sudan Governments, Queen Anne’s Chambers, 
London, 8.W.1. (Reference Muh. 1924/19/5.) 


WELSH COAL.—The Inspecting Engineer, Egyptian and 
Sudan Governments, has been informed by the authorities in 
Egypt that they are calling for tenders for 150,000 metrical 
tons of Welsh coal. 

- Tenders are due in Cairo on 14th May, and delivery is to 
commence in June. 

Tender forms and specifications will be available at the 
Office of the Inspector-General, Queen Anne’s Chambers, 
London, 8.W.1, in the course of the next ten days, and it 
is expected that the price will be four shillings per copy. 





LATIN AMERICA. 


ARGENTINA. 
TENDERS INVITED. 
ELECTRIC POWER PLANT FOR PERGAMINO.—The 


Commercial Secretary at Buenos Aires reports that the Depart- 
ment of Sanitary Works of the Nation (Obras Sanitarias de la 








OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 


Nagion) are calling for tenders for the supply, delivery, and 
erection of the machinery and materials required for an electric 
power station and pumping stations to be installed in the town 
of Pergamino (Province of Buenos Aires). 

Tenders are due to be presented in Buenos Aires by 28th 
May. 

Firms desirous of tendering for British-made plant for this 
contract can obtain further particulars on application to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W.1. (Reference D.O.T. 9462/F.L./C.C./2.) 








CHILE. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

STORES, ETC., FOR THE SIGNALLING DEPARTI- 
MENT OF THE CHILEAN STATE RAILWAYS.—The 
Commercial Secretary at Santiago reports that the Signalling 
Department of the Chilean State Railways is inviting tenders, 
to be presented by 26th May, for the supply of the following 
requirements :— 

Group B.—Table and wall telephones, switchboards, fuses, 
etc. 

Group C.—Copper and galvanised iron wire and cables. 

Group D.—Galvanised iron anchors for posts; stays, insu- 
lator pins, ete. 

Group E.—Cast iron covers for cable boxes, padlocks, 
galvanised iron piping, lead tubes, etc. 

Group I'.—Dry cells and material pertaining thereto. 

Group G.—Tar, timber for posts, etc. 

Group H.—Welding apparatus, hand saws, trucks, etc. 

Group I.—Insulators (bell-shaped). 

Group J.—Concrete conduits. 

A copy of the specifications, plans, and conditions of tender 
(in Spanish) is available for inspection at the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W.1, up to 
19th April, after which date these documents will be forwarded 
on loan to interested British firms in the provinces who may be 
unable to arrange for their inspection in London. (Reference 
D.O.T. 9617/F.L./G.C. /2.) 





CUBA. 


HARDWARE, GLASSWARE, SILVERWARE, ELEC- 
TRICAL GOODS, ETC.—A commission agent of Havana is 
desirous of securing the representation of British manufacturers 
of the following articles:—Shelf hardware; abrasives: 
unmounted natural grindstones, manufactured stone, and grind- 
ing machines, sand paper, emery cloth; silverware: flat and 
hollow wares, plated, especially ‘‘ alpaca ’’ or nickel silver; 
builders’ hardware : locks, padlocks, transom pulls, and hinges; 
cutlery and edge tools: machetes, planters’ hoes; small bolts 
and rivets : stove, carriage and tire bolts, tinners’ rivets; large 
bolts and rivets: track bolts and structural rivets; wood 
screws : iron or brass; small nails and tacks: blued cut tacks, 
tinned trunk nails, shoe tacks, coppered bed spring staples, 
coopers’ staples, and upholsterers’ tacks; hollow ware: cast 
and stamped utensils, enamelled, tinned, japanned, and 
galvanised ; aluminium ware and novelties; rubber and asbestos 
mechanical goods: water and steam hose, asbestos sheets, 
cement; cotton goods : duck, wide and narrow, sail and twines, 
awning and automobile drills; bristle goods: paint and floor 
brushes, also wool and feather dusters; electrical goods: 
specialities, as flat irons, toasters, ete.; wire goods: forks, 
baskets, tea and soup strainers; hardware specialities : good 
choppers, can openers, corkscrews; brass goods: compression 
bibbs and stops and sanitary fittings; roll roofing: asphalt 
felt, sand and slate covered; heavy hardware: mild bar steel 
and iron, plates, sheets, track spikes, and structurals; wire 
goods: nails, staples, smooth wire black and _ galvanised, 
barbed wire, poultry netting, wire screening, hardware cloth, 
woven farm fencing, wire rope, tinned mattress wire; tinplate : 
babbit or anti-friction metals, pig lead; tubing: black and 
galvanised water and steam piping; pipe fittings: iron and 
brass, wrought and cast; paint and oils: boiled and raw 
linseed, white lead and zine, dry and paste colours, cheap 
prepared emulsion paints, mineral base; transmission material : 
shafting (cold rolled), pulleys, pillow blocks, hangers, belting ; 
earthenware: general and china ware, also roll edge hotel 
ware, sanitary ware. (Reference No. 411.) 





PERU. 


DOMESTIC AND FANCY GLASS WARE, ELECTRO- 
PLATE, SILVER TABLE WARE AND FANCY ARTICLES, 
DENTAL EQUIPMENT, SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS, 
CHEMICALS, SPORTS GOODS, TOYS, ETC.—A commission 
agent in Lima, Peru, at present in the United Kingdom, is 
desirous of securing the representation in Peru of the following 
articles: Domestic and fancy glass ware, fancy china and 
earthenware, electro-plate flat ware, electro-plate table ware, 
electro-plate toilet ware, silver fancy articles, silver table ware, 
dental instruments and equipment, surgical instruments, 
chemicals, pharmaceutical, sports goods, sports clothing, toys 
in general, paper, and dyes. (Reference No. 412.) 


Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 











